






Sharaa positive on Egypt 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian Foreign Minister Faronq AI Sharaa Saturday 
pra fatd “ positive devdopoMttts by the Egyptian leadership" and said 
Damascus would welcome any effort by Cairo to promote Arab solidarity. 
“1 can say that there are positive developments token by the Egyptian 
leadership which are matched with full understanding by the Syrian 
lasitersftip,” he Cold reporters. “Certainly we welcome any positive step 


Charter." Syrian Preside ot Hafez Al Assad last month approved Egypt's 
return to the’ membership of an Arab agricultural organisation. For the 
first tone in years, the Syrian media Friday front-paged a statement by 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak condemning Israel for its stand on the 
Taha dispute. Asked about reports that relations would be restored soon, 
Sharaa said: ‘There is nothing new to this issue. When any developments 
occur we will say that in the media." He was speaking at Damascus airport 
shortly before the departure of Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Af 
Ahmad Al Sabah, who beads an Arab League committee appointed to In- 
to end Lebanon's constitutional crisis. 






AMMAN SUNDAY FEBRUARY 5, 1989, JUMADA AL AQIRA 28, 1409 


AMMAN {LT.) ~ Jordan has received an aid payment of $59.5 
mUtina frotn Saudi Arabia, Finance Minister Hanna Odeh 


Odelt was quoted as saying by the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
(he money wnsthe dnefrom Riyadh ia 1988 under 

the 1978- paghdad Arab summit agreements. 

Qdeb-sgid; .-'the .payment,. “reflects the Saudi government’s en- 
deavour to ahl Hs sister Ajrab-stJties.’’ 

. Saiwfi Aribiavas the only one of seven Arab donors to pay fufly 
its share <rfthe $JL25miflnMi Jordan was to'gef each year under the 

accord, v. ' 



Sudanese defence minister ends visit 


SUDAN’S Defence Minister Abdul Majed Hamed 
Khalil left Amman Saturday at the end of a 
several-day visit to Jordan during which he met 
with officials and toured military positions. He 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


Soviets to complete 
Afghan withdrawal 
within four days 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — The withdrawal within four days, 
chief Soviet negotiator on Afgha- Iran’s official news agency IRNA 
nistan said Saturday Soviet reported, 
troops would complete their 


was seen off by Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affairs Zuhair Ajlouni and Chief of Staff FalhJ 
Abu Takb. 


nians killed, 35 wounded 


OCCUPIED- GAZA STRIP 
(Agencies) Israeli troops 
shot dead a - i5-year-oid boy ‘ 
Saturday Jn a schoolyard 4 pro- 
test, - spariringwider tieman-- 
strations-ra which hospitaJoffi- 
dak. said, a second teenager , 
was killed. . . 

The, officials /reported 35 
people were ;also wounded in. 
the protests, including -a Swjss 
R ed Cross worker vitho said an . 
Israeli soldier had deliberately 
shot him twice in' the leg. ~ 

Witnesses quoted by Reuter 
said the ihrident in -Khan . 
Yonriis, ,‘home to , 34,000 
Palestinians,/ began .when 
pupils ariived ar"Hadeqz Taim" 
school Saturday: 'rnoning;- to 
find Israeli . 

the school 

denis: yfe. ■> 

. Students begai^^caiHig;the 
soldiers/ used. 

ing AlAa rAoodilab Arandas 

• .'-AT. -'j • 


and injuring 15 other youngs- 
ters. . _. . 

Arandas’ older brother Sab- 
ri was also shat dead by troo(is 
■ in -a dash in November, his 
family said.. He was 21 when 
he died. . 

At least 382 Palestinians 
have been killed in the opris- 
.ing which began Dec.. 8, 1987. 

Hours after the schoolyard 
incident, troops shot dead 
: , Nasser Jad Al Haq, 18, daring 
-demonstrations in Khan 
Younis, the hospital officials 
-'Said. 

Arandas* family snatched 
V his body from Khan Younis* 
"f '■ Nasser Hospitaland arranged 
a hasty funeral: 'which was 
followed by a protest march 
/ ■ thrbu^i the camp. 

-’‘••In dashes with troops fol- 
lowing the funeral, 21 Palesti- 
nin n«: were shot and wounded, 
■>/.mdodm^hg Haq: who died in 
^ tho operating room .at Nasser 


Hospital, hospital officials 
said. They spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

Other wounded included 
four teenage girls and a 25- 
y ear-old man who was in critic- 
al condition, hospital officails 
said. 

The army imposed a curfew 
on the camp, confuting resi- 
dents to their homes, but in 
Gaza City residents burned 
tyres and dosed shops when 
news of the killings reached 
them. 

Four other Palestinians were 
wounded in clashes in the Dir 
Al Balah and Rafah camps in 
the Gaza Scrip and in the West 
Bank’s town of Qalqilya, hos- 
pital official said.- 

One of the Gaza wounded 
was a 15-year-old boy who was 
transferred to hospital with a 
fractured skull, an Arab repor- 
ter said. 


Red Cross worker shot 

Doctors named the wound- 
ed Swiss as Alexander 
Anthony and quoted him as 
saying he and a Red Cross 
colleague had gone to the 
Khan Younis school when they 
heard of the protest there. 

He said he was standing 
near a Red Cross car when a 
soldier pointed a gun at him 
and shot him twice at dose 
range in the leg. He received 
multiple fractures, doctors 
said. 

Anthony, was shot in the leg 
after arriving in Khan Younis 
to help arrange the evacuation 
of wounded, according to 
Frederick Maurice, head of 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross in Israel and 
the occupied territories. 

Anthony had followed 
ambulances into the camp and 
was negotiating with' troops 
about the evacuation of 




hews 1 1 Egypt, Israel agree to 


,d Bafeanjanf sa^warunlikely to resume 

NIC6^^^) // b^’Sr actinglttTnttr fords chief said Saturday the 
’ ^ war with Iraq whs nnJukety.to crupt again but be wanted Baghdad to 

; wfthdrawlts forfets fccanlrmnan^oa. AB Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
:rns - called op tyaqtopuBbackils troops to intenutfamaDy recognised 
jkson borders soon, Iran's neys agency IRNA reported. “We think the 
chances of-iwremnudg agsefe are 'weak,'* he said. But be added: 
_ Eaf/P. “Even if a real peace b adn&rtd, the armed forces should remain 
th Askar ■ highty.pr^ared.”; ' -V; • 

:able*c®P- 

nhypit® Angola lntroducesamnesty 

ri bearin' . ... .- -- 

i EliM^ LUANDA (R) — < The Aiigolan government introduced an amnesty 
h i: n§: Saturday wftfcfc ft hopes wffl heip end the country’s 13-year-old dvil 
■'ciIJkW ' waca g a tos t KSi-b arferi ' gwirite; -The' 12-monlh amnesty, which 
; |es |si*ei follows a peare attxa^ irifli South Africa .fat December, fs open to 
■«iaK. B rebe^irf fife National tfraon for the Total Independence of Angola 
« idea ’ * (UNIFAT who ' renounce violence and accept the. government’s 
" uJmt- authori ty . Tbe ntfmg MPLA party, in power since independence in 
. l thou^' - OTj?* wflh tiie rebels. _ s \ v 

j ■ . it 1 '-, " ? *• 

p ^anJsKmtnister^ > 

RABAT (Rj — ' Spanish Fmrdgn Minister Francisco Fernandez 
e ' • Ordtioez left tot Mhdrid Saturday after talks with Ki n g Hassan and 

\ Hi - ^aiisterson finandai <»>p^tion, E^^ Eamomk Commnn- 

iols i ity t^,theMld<BeFast and Western Sahara. At a hews conference 

.. . f Friday’ D^f.^dumg Ins >W-hoBr viat .to the southern city of 
jriteb Marrabesb^ FeiTiaBdia Ordowz said the meetings were extremely 
, J cwd&di 'The imhKter said be bad renewed an itnitatkui from Kin g 
) — Juqh Cartos for Kh^> Hassan to visit Spain. 

,unK ; J 


resume Taba talks 


J, iabrflf.. WU iraTHCKers, duo 

ouiP 0 ^ b^C^lA TR) — bran said Satarday 'that 1,140 drug trafficking and 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt and Israel 
will resume stalled talks Sunday, 
in the dispute over tbe Red Sea 
beach of Taba which has bedevil- 
led their relations for six years.. 

A joint statement issued in 
Cairo by Egypt, Israel and tbe 
United States Saturday said two 
committees would meet in Egypt 
and Israel to discuss the issues 
holding up an accord — Israeli 
access to the beach and com- 
pensation for the Israeli hotel 
there. 

One committee would meet in 
Taba to discuss visas and other 
questions of access, while tbe 
other — including owners of the 
hotel and other buildings — 
would meet in Cairo. 

Egyptian and Israeli nego- 
tiators will meet Feb. 26 at 
Taba to discuss the findings of the 
two committees, the statement 
said. 

It said Israel had promised to 
withdraw from the 700-metre 
beach once agreement was 
reached on all related issues. 

Israel occupied tbe Sinai penin- 
sula in' the 1967 war. It retained 
Taba when it withdrew from tbe 
rest of tbe peninsula in 1982 
under the terms of its 1979 treaty 
with Egypt. 


International arbitrators ruled 
last year that Egypt had 
sovereignty over the beach, but 
U.S.-mediaied talks on the hand- 
over bogged down over access 
and tbe future of the hotel and 
tourist village. 

Egypt’s chief negotiator Nabil 
Al Arabi, Israeli Ambassador 
Shimon Shamir and U.S. Ambas- 
sador Frank Wisner issued tbe 
statement the -day after U.S. 
State Department legal adviser 
Abraham Sofaer presented new 
proposals to resolve the row. 

An Egyptian Foreign Ministry 
official said the U.S. contacts had 
led to the agreement to resume 
talks. 

“Tbe two Egyptian and Israeli 
governments agreed to extend 
the period referred to in the 
Rome agreement Nov. 29 for 
another 30 days ending Feb. 28 to 
eaable the parties to resume 
negotiations,’’ the statement said. 

The Rome accord extended the 
deadline for implementation of 
the international arbitration rul- 
ing until Jan. 29. 

Egyptian President Hosni' 
Mubarak said Thursday tbe delay 
in resolving tbe issue had put 
relations between Egypt and 
Israel at risk. 


NlLUSIA (K) — Iran satA»am^yuaJi mug u?mic*ers aim mjr w a_i. • _ i_ _ i j 

afldRtt bad been arrested in tbetetest round of a drive to stamp out lVq» 3D3iCil IS COnSMlll 

aarcaBcs ab; «J'Tbe offldal IRNA news agency said 33 other 

k fl ogr amh tes of tureo^Jud bees srizecL Abend J00 dealers and concern for Gorbachev’ 


c nstys haw beeiiioiecnted since Iran began an anfcdrug campaign at 
«**:.' tikvstoft rf j IRNA dld not say when tite latest arrests and 


a.# 

jsa^V 

r [1«*! 


ahro fooK place. 


^ K^aifidh flag on tankers 

^ ^ : KUWAIT 3*)^- Knvratt is likdy to haul down die U.S. Bag on six of 
f** 1 f * its oil tankers, later tbis montA ^jher the move k sanctioned by tbe V.S. 

admtnktr»iinn T a senior drippi ng . source said Satnrday. 
Kuwait ri^&tered 11 of Its o3 tankers in tbe United States in 1987 at 
o 1 *.. the bright, of- the Gidf war to gate American naval protection from 
IrafWMi. yftar k ln t j waterway. But tension has eased store Iran and 
Iraq' to^m ohserving a ceasefire in Angast ending years of 
)0H ; lighting. Thcwcsxc safal toe KnwaU OU lbnker Company (KOTC) 

- bad nri pnitiiy hw’n pvcn until Feb. 22 fo coirfoHrm ip U.S. t anker 
^pajfinitlnm, rnrh stibig stfl-American crews. But KOTC decided it 
A pr.- wsMd^iteti^difficnlf and costty tomerithereqniranentsmrixofthe 
• vessels r—tfaitgas enrios-GasKing, Gas Qween, Gas Princess and 
9 ' Gas PriBceenl Ik dmaodetn product caniera Townsend and 
n five that -ctmtihue to fiy the American flag wonld 

^ jiUT ndes- this year- m. time liar a new Febrpaxy 1999 

•&asfcy the source said. 


deadline,; the a 

l0 n&, S-'St'JrL 

Qadhafito 


leader Mn&dnnr 


is tu be. 


STEPANAKERT (R) — Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev is wor- 
ried and inquiries constantly ab- 
out Nagorno-Karabakh, says the 
head of a Kremlin co mmissi on 
sent to calm the feud between 
ethnic Armenians and Azerbai- 
janis. 

hi an interview with a Reuter 
correspondent this week Arkady 
Volsky stud the dispute over the 
enclave was a big drain on the 
Kremlin blit it had to proceed 
cautiously, saying Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh was u no place for the caval- 
ry to solve dungs” 

“Gorbachev inquires every two 
or three day&.about tbe situation 
here,” Volsky said in his office in 
Stepanakert. 

. “He was alarmed. This is a 
.great, obstacle to ‘perestroika’ 
(Gorbachev’s reform program- 
me),. it costs time, resources and 
nerves,” he said. 

Ihe ethnic strife in and around 


and become one of the Kremlin’s 
most intractable problems. 

Many local people doubt that 
Volsky’s commission, assigned 
control of the region two weeks 
ago, will be able to solve tbe 
dispute. 

There are 142,000 Armenians 
and 41,000 Azerbaijanis in 
Nagorno-Karabakh and they all 
dann the area as part of their 
ancestral homeland. When Soviet 
power moved into the area in the 
1920s it assigned Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh to Azerbaijan. 

The Armenian majority de- 
manded last February to be uni- 
fied with neighbouring Soviet 
Armenia, sparking 11 months of 
clashes in both Soviet republics. 

Hundreds of houses and flats 
were burned, and production ip 
Nagorno-Karabakh and other 
areas ground to a halt as Arme- 
nians went .on strike. 

sent into Nagorno-Kara- 


wounded when a fresh wave of 
clashes erupted and he was 
wounded, Maurice said. 

He said the Red Cross was 
not decided whether to file a 
complaint with the army. 

Settlers* rampage 

Hundreds of Jewish settlers 
attacked an occupied West 
Bank village Friday after 
stone-throwers injured a set- 
tler. an army spokesman said. 

Settlers from the settlement 
of Ariel in the West Bank went 
to the nearby village of Azoun 
after the stoning. Hie army 
said it tried to stop them but 
the settlers pushed past roadb- 
locks. 

The settlers threw stones 
and shattered car windscreens 
and Arab residents hurled 
stones back at them. Troops 
and police dispersed tbe crowd 
with tear-gas. 


“Soviet forces are due to leave 
Afghan territory within four days 
and therefore it is necessary that 
its neighbours exchange views on 
the future of Afghanistan,” 
IRNA quoted First Deputy Fore- 
ign Minister Yuli Vorontsov as 
telling reporters in Tehran. 

Moscow has said the last of its 
estimated 115,000 Soviet troops 
would withdraw from Afghanis- 
tan before a U.N.-mandated Feb. 
15 deadline. A large Soviet con- 
voy left Kabul Thursday night. 

Vorontsov was speaking on 
arrival in Tehran where he was to 
meet an Iran-based coalition of 
eight Afghan rebel groups as well 
as Sibghatullah Mojadidi, leader 
of the Pakistan-based seven-party 
alliance. 

Vorontsov, who also is the 
Kremlin's ambassador to Kabul, 
said: “At this juncture, it is 
necessary to discuss ways of posi- 
tive reconstruction of that coun- 
try. It is necessary that its neigh- 
bours exchange views on the fu- 
ture of Af ghanistan ." 

“But of course the future of 
Afghanistan concerns only the 
Afghan people." he stressed. 

IRNA quoted Vorontsov as 
saying that reports of a possible 
military coup by hardline Afghan 
officers after the Soviet pullout 
were “baseless.” 


“There are numerous rumours 
about Afghanistan but there is no 
such possibility and it is thor- 
oughly baseless," he stressed. 

By Friday, only 1,500 Soviet 
soldiers were left in Afghanistan, 
according to Soviet and Afghan 
sources in Kabul. 

The withdrawal was suspended 
briefly in November after Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze accused Pakistan and 
the United States of violating the 
Geneva accord by sending arms 
to the Mujahedeen. 

Several governments are clos- 
ing their embassies and withdraw- 
ing staffs from Kabul because of 
concern about what will happen 
in the country after the Soviet 
withdrawal. 

British and French diplomats 
left Kabul Saturday, joining the 
exodus of western countries clos- 


ing their embassies in the Afghan 
capital. 

A convoy of some 40 tanks, 
trucks and other military vehicles 
rolled out of the capital at 3 a.m. 
12230 GMT Friday). The day 
before, a huge column of tanks, 
armoured personnel carriers and 
trucks slipped out under cover of 
darkness and headed up the 
Salang Highway, the only route 
between the capital and the 
Soviet border. 

Planes flew into and out of 
Kabul Saturday ferrying supplies 
of flour and other goods to tbe 
capita] and airlifting Soviet offi- 
cials and their families out. 

In and around the capital. 
Afghan soldiers patrolled the 
streets and bazaars. But the 
armoured personnel carries once 
stationed in the crowded markets 
were gone. 


Shevardnadze in Islamabad 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze arrived shortly after midnight Sunday for crucial talks on 
Afghanistan and asserted the Kremlin wanted peace and tranquil- 
ity for P akistan ’s northwestern neighbour after tbe last Soviet 
soldier leaves. 

"We want to establish peace and tranquility in Afghanistan," 
Shevardnadze told reporters at Islamabad airport, but added 
without elaboration that "there are a number of problems and 
questions arising” over the Afghan issue. I 





ARAB BANK LTD. 

IN 

THE SPORTS CITY 


ARAB BANK HAS THE PLEASURE TO ANNOUNCE THE 
OPENING OF ITS NEW OFFICE IN 

KING HUSSEIN’S SPORTS CITY 

CUSTOMERS ARE INVITED TO DEAL WITH THE NEW 
OFFICES WHICH CAN PROVIDE THEM WITH THE 
FOLLOWING SERVICES: 


DIRECT 


— OPENING OF ACCOUNTS 

— DEPOSITING AND WITHDRAWING CASH 

— CHEQUE DEPOSITS 

— TRAVELLERS CHEQUES 

— CASHING INCOMING TRANSFERS 

— ISSUING MONEY ORDFRS 

— BILLS/CHEQUESTOR COLLECTION 


INDIRECT (Thru the Branch) 


— .ISSUING CHEQUE BOOKS 

— LETTERS OF CREDIT 

— GUARANTEES 

— ISSUING CARDS FOR THE ATM 

— COLLECTION BILLS/IN & OUT 

— CREDIT FACILITIES APPLICATIONS 



Clients who have accounts with any Arab Bank branch 
in Jordan can deposit and withdraw money 
from any of the offices. 


ARAB BANK LIMITED 

P.O. Box 8348 Tel: 687951, 687952 Fax: 687953 















iddle East News 


Moss ready for dialogue 
with Aoun to end crisis 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The head of Lebanon’s 
civilian government said Saturday he was ready to 
start talking to a rival military administration if this 
would help solve the political crisis. 


“We are ready if there are signs 
that this will lead to some kind of 
accord that will extricate Leba- 
non from the present situation 
acting Prime Minister Salim Al 
Hoss told a news conference. 

Hoss described his talks in 
Tunis earlier this week with six 
Arab foreign minis ters as “very 
positive and fruitful.” 

The ministerial committee, set 
up by the Arab League to try to 
end Lebanon's crisis, also had 
talks with Parliamentary Speaker 
Hussein Husseini and Major- 
General Michel Aoun, head of 
the rival government. 

Last summer Christian de- 
puties twice blocked the 
Lebanese parliament's attempts 
to elect a successor to President 
Amin Gemayel. 

Just before his term expired in 
September, Gemayel appointed 
Aoun as head of an interim admi- 
nistration but Hoss's cabinet says 
it is the true government. 

After three days of round-the- 
clock meetings in Tunis Sheikh 


Sabah AI Ahmad Al Sabah, the 
Kuwaiti foreign minister and 
chairman of the committee, said 
Hoss and Aoun were still at odds, 
mainly over reforms to the secta- 
rian-based political system. 

Hoss said his government in- 
sisted that ail presidential conten- 
ders should present a reform 
programme to give each sect a 
fair share in the system, which 
currently reserves the presidency 
for a Christian. 

“We are aware of the import- 
ance of electing a new president 
but we cannot consider a candi- 
date unless we know his views on 
reforms,'* he said. 

He said contacts were being 
increased between the Arab com- 
mittee and Western states to find 
a settlement for Lebanon. 

Aoun has been briefing West- 
ern diplomats, including U.S. 
Ambassador John McCarthy, on 
his Tunis talks. 

French government envoy Jean 
Francois Deniau, who arrived in 
Beirut Friday, met Aoun and 


other officials to dismiss ways of 
pushing the Tunis dialogue for- 
ward. 

Hoss said the committee would 
consult other Lebanese leaders in 
Kuwait at the end of this month. 
It would report back to other 
Arab foreign ministers and poss- 
ibly to an Arab League summit. 

Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad met Sheikh Sabah Satur- 
day and wished him success, 
saying Damascus had wanted for 
years to end Lebanon's crisis. 

One of the obstacles at the 
talks was Aoun’s demand that the 
committee set a timetable for the 
withdrawal of some 25,000 Syrian 
troops from Lebanon. 

Hoss said a decision on with- 
drawal should be approved by a 
unified cabinet. He said any dis- 
cussion must be accompanied by 
a decision to rehabilitate the di- 
vided Lebanese army so it would 
be in a position to take over. 


Call for speaker elections 


Deputy Kazem Al Khalil urged 
other members of parliament to 
meet next Thursday to re-elect or 
replace Husseini, whose term en- 
ded in October when parliament 
failed to muster a quorum to 


.N. plans Afghan food relief 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
The United Nations is organising 
truck convoys to bring food to 
hungry Afghans in dries under 
rebel siege. Prince Sadruddin 
Aga Khan said Saturday. 

- “We are now organising con- 
voys for food and other relief to 
Jalalabad and from Iran to 
Herat,” the U.N. coordinator for 
Afghan humanitarian aid told re- 
porters on arrival in Pakistan for 
a week-long visit. 

Jalalabad, on the road between 
the capital Kabul and the Pakis- 
tan border, is under heavy siege 
from Afghan Mujahedeen rebels, 
who say they have sent one 40- 
truck food convoy to dty suburbs 
which they hold. 

According to Western di- 
plomatic sources, the western dty 
of Heart is relatively quiet, but 
like most Afghan dries, its in- 
habitants are short of food. 


The nine-year Mujahedeen war 
ainst the Soviet-backed govern- 


against the Soviet-backed govern- 
ment in Kabul saw heavy bomb- 
ing across western Afghanistan 


Mitterrand 
visits UAE 


DUBAI (AP) — French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand stop- 
ped over in Dubai en route 
home from India Saturday, 
and an aide confirmed that a 
snag that had delayed delivery 
of Mirage 2000 jet fighters for 
more than a year has been 
resolved. 

The French president met 
during his two-boor stopover 
with United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Defence Minister 
Sheikh Mohammad Ibn Rashid 
and saBed briefly on a tradition 
dhow. 

French Foreign Trade 
Minister Jean Marie Rausch 
later told reporters that the 
* technical problems” that had 
held up delivery of the 36 
sophisticated. French-built air- 
craft were ironed oat in 
November. 

Delivery of the jet fighters 
"will begin soon,** be said, 
without disclosing a date or 
elaborating on the problem and 
bow it was resolved. 

France is a mqjor arms sup- 
plier of the UAE. Delivery of 
the planes was supposed to 
begin in later 1987, but the 
planes were held up because 
the UAE requested undisclosed 
technical specifications which 
France was reluctant to meet. 
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last October, preventing plant- 
ing, the sources said. 

Many people were leaving 
towns in hope of finding food in 
the countryside, they added. 

Mujahedeen officials said they 
wanted more U.N. food supplies 
to distribute in areas they hold 
and the Aga Khan suggested this 
would not be a problem. 

“We are crying to pre-position 
supplies all over the place.” he 
said. 

The Aga Khan said he would 
be holding discussions with Mu- 
jahedeen leaders based in the 
northwestern Pakistan city of 
Peshawar on organising relief 
convoys. 

The LInited Nations wants to 
send food by road to Kabul, 
where a Mujahedeen blockade 
led to severe food shortages in 
January.' 

They were eased only by Soviet 
air shipments and a major offen- 
sive against rebels blocking a vital 
road running north from Kabul to 
the -Soviet border. 


“I hope to have a good ex- 
change with the Afghan (Mujahe- 
deen) leadership on building a 
humanitarian concensus. This is 
essential.” the Aga Khan said. 

“We need to cover shortages 
for vulnerable groups, particular- 
ly women, children, the aged and 
those in hospital. The situation of 
these groups is critical.** 

The Aga Khan said be would 
also be delivering to the Mujahe- 
deen leaders a political message 
from U.N. Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

The message was that “this is a 
very critical time and we have to 
give peace a chance,” he said. 

The last of what was once a 
115,000-strong Soviet force back- 
ing Kabul is due to have left 
Afghanistan by Feb. 15 under 
U.N.-brokered accords signed 
last April. 

The Mujahedeen are planning 
to hold a consultative council 
Feb. 10 to approve an interim 
government that is widely hoped 
would be able to negotiate peace. 


Thousands executed 
in Iran.. U.N. report 


GENEVA (AP) — Summary ex- 
ecutions, arbitrary arrests and re- 
ports of torture and arbitrary 
arrests in Iran continued after the 
ceasefire in the Gulf war at a 
scale that “justifies international 
concern,” a United Nations re- 
port said Friday. 

The report to the U.N. Human 
Rights Commission said a “wave 
of summary executions” in 1988, 
specifically after an assault on bran 
by Iraq-based anti-government 
forces, halted a two-year down- 
ward trend in the number of 
executions. 

The 42-page report included an 
annex listing 1,096 names of peo- 
ple said to have been executed 
between late July and mid-De- 
cember. “But it was alleged that 
there were in all probability 
several thousand victims,” it 
added. 

Many of the executions “were 
reported to have been carried out 
in secret, apparently in order to 
avoid an uproar in foe media and 
international public opinion,” it 
said, noting that Iranian law does 
not provide for recourse against a 
death sentence. 

"Arrests are apparently so 
numerous that some high officials 
have requested the authorities to 
act with more moderation,” said 
foe report, authored by an expert 
from E! Salvador, Reynaldo 


Galindo Pohl, mandated by the 
commission as its special repre- 
sentative. 

Detention of family members 
of persons accused of political 
crimes in order to obtain informa- 
tion on their whereabouts 
appears to be a common pra- 
ctice,” it said. 

“Reports on ill-treatment and 
torture continued to be re- 
ceived,” the report said, adding 
that “investigation, trial and serv- 
ing of sentence are reportedly 
effected under duress, hardships 
and different kinds of torture.” 

The report noted that Iran was 
a party to an international human 
rights covenant that limited use of 
capital punishment ' to the “most 
serious crimes” foe death sent- 
ences and also set other standards 
not complied with by Iran. 

Galindo Pohl, still barred by 
Iran from visiting the country, 
said his information was provided 
from various sources, ranging 
from witnesses with “personal 
experience of the facts” to re- 
ports in Iranian and other media 
“and they broadly corroborated 
each other.” 

He urged Iran to extend to him 
“fuD cooperation’* and to ensure 
“that a firm policy of compliance 
with international instruments 
on human rights is adopted and 
enforced by foe highest officials.” 








Salim Al Hoss 


choose a successor. 

Some legal experts say Khalil, 
84, the oldest member of parlia- 
ment, has the constitutional right 
to call for a meeting. 

“I hope foe deputies wfli’ agree 
to meet next Thursday at Villa 
Mansour,” Khalil said in a state- 
ment. Villa Mansour, the par- 
liamentary headquarters, is lo- 
cated in the no-man’s land on 
Beirut’s dividing green line . 

There was no immediate re- 
sponse to the proposal, 

Khalil, who lives in east Beirut, 
voiced outrage at the split in 
parliament which he called “the 
fatal blow” to foe country’s unity. 

“If the required quorum is met, 
they (the deputies) will have a 
speaker and will pave foe way for 
the election of a new president. 


Kenya, 
Sudan in 
border 
dispute 


NAIROBI (AP) — Call it foe 
muddle of the maps or the 
dash of the cartographers — 
Kenya and Sudan are at it 
again over a disputed border 
area of dismal swamp and de- 
sert. 

The dispate goes back years, 
but neither side appeared to be 
paying much attention until 
recently. Their newfound in- 
terest may be spurred not by 
soO but by ofl. 

In 1914, the British drew a 
straight line marking Kenya's 
northwestern border with 
Sudan. 

But in 1938, the British, who 
then ruled all three countries as 
colonies, decided to give Kenya 
administrative control of a 
triangular piece of land north 
of the previous border. 

The British administration 
in Khartoum was unable to 
police the Turkana who were 
given to raiding neighbouring 
countries, and handed over 
administration to the colonial 
government fan Nairobi, which 
was much closer. ■ 

There the matter rested unffi 
1956, when Sudan gained its 
independence, followed by 
Kenya seven years later. 

The newly independent gov- 
ernments began drawing their 
own maps — both churning the 
EkmL 


Sudan's charge d’affaires in 
Nairobi, Ali Yousef, speaking 
to reporters Friday, said that 
! last year Kenya published a 
, new map that not only included 
the Beni Triangle within its 
borders bat enlarged the 
triangle by 6,223 sqnare 
kilometres. 

Pressed by reporters at his 
Friday news conference, 
Yousef said be did not “have 
enough reformation as to who 
is doing what in this disputed 
area,*' but suggested Kenya 
may have found oO there. Pres- 
ident Daniel Arap Moi 
announced last month that oil 
had been found in northern 
Kenya, bat did not specify the 
region. 
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Extension sought for Gulf peace 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— - Secretary-Genera! Javier 
Perez de Cuellar has asked foe 
Security Council to extend the 
U.N. Iran- Iraq Military Observer 
Group (UNIIMOG) through 
Sept. 30. 

Also Friday, Perez de Cuellar 
released a report on the first six 
months of the peace-keeping mis- 
sion. In it, he said an outbreak of 
artillery, small arms and rocket 
fire that killed two Iranians Dec. 
11 caused the only reported fata- 
lities since foe first days of the 
Aug. 20 ceasefire. 

The 350 military observers 
took up positions along the 1 , 180- 
kilometre war front as foe eight- 
year-old war ground to a halt 
within hours. 

“At some points on the cease- 
fire line foe opposing forces re- 
main dangerously close and in 
one case only 10 metres separate 
them,” Perez de Cuellar wrote in 
his report. 

The Dec. 11 bombardment 
broke our as a result qf “one of 
the most serious” violations of 
the ceasefire, Iran’s flooding of 
foe Khusk region in the Ahwaz 
sector to create a moat between 
foe opposing forces. 

The flooding began Sept. 16, 


and now covers an area over 60 
kilometres long and two-to three- 
kilometres- wide from the Salmon 
Canal in the north to within a few 
kilometres of foe Shatt AI Arab 
waterway in flue south, he wrote. 

“In foe past few days, the 
Iranian authorities have indicted 
that they are trying to solve the 
problem of the flooding,” Perez 
de Cuellar said in his report. 

The flooding was the most se- 
rious of 1,960 complaints of viola- 
tions of foe ceasefire that foe 
United Nations had received 
from Iran and Iraq by Jan. 20. foe 
U.N. chief said, adding: “Most of 
these were very minor in nature 
and only approximately 25 per 
cent of them have been con- 
firmed... as violations.” 

The military observers operate 
in two- person patrols, “usually by 
vehicle but sometimes by helicop- 
ter, but boat in the southern 
marshes or by mule-back and on 
foot —.and more recently on skis 
— in the mountainous north,” he 
wrote. 

Twenty-six nations provide foe 
•current 350-strong peacekeeping 
force: Argentina, Australia, Au- 
stria, Bangladesh. Canada, De- 
nmark, Finland, Ghana, Hun- 
gary, India, Indonesia, Ireland, 


Italy, Kenya, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, Nigeria. Norway, Peru, 
Poland, Senegal, Sweden, Tur- 
key, Uruguay, Yugoslavia and 
Zambia. 

In addition. New Zealand pro- 
vides a 18-member air unit; Ire- 
land sent 37 military police; and 
Austria dispatched four medical 
officers. 

The General Assembly has au- 
thorised foe secretary-general to 
spend about S7.9 million a month 
on the force, which by now would 
amount to S47.4 million. 

The Security Council is ex- 
pected to act on Perez de Cuel- 
lar’s recommendation next 
Wednesday, when Foreign Minis- 
ter Tareq Aziz of Iraq and Fore- 
ign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
of Iran are due to be in New 
York. 

Officials have not said if the 
ministers wfli have face-torface 
talks as well as see foe secretary 
general. 

“For the talks to be successful, 
both sides bave to accept that 
there trill be neither victor nor 
vanquished at foe negotiating 


table and that foe integrity, digni- 
ty and honour of both countries 


ty and honour of both countries 
will be preserved,” Perez de 
Cuellar said in his report. 


Perez de Cuellar said Iran brief 
Iraq had dfiferent understandings 
of foe constituent elements of the 
ceasefire and the subjects that fe& 
within the' framework of each 
paragraph of the oounciL resoh^ 
tion to which the truce re- 
sponded. 

This discrepancy - and - tire 
underlying issues had made - it . 
difficult to proceed with its faff - 
and rapid implementation, ~ he 
said, adding that it was important- , 
for council authority that the r&r * 
solution not remain partially im- ■ 
piemen ted. *■ .• . 1 - * :: ■ 

The secretary ’general said he ; 
had suggested to foe parties mea- 
sures to build confidence between’ 
them and they had recently taken 
some timited but szgni&mnst£ps. r _ 

Among these be mentionecFan 
understanding on the r^gasg iand . 
repatriation of sick and. wounded 
prisoners of war, joirt .paxtiopa- 
tion in a mixed military working' 
group and foe lifting of. certain, 
restrictions oq civil aviation. . 

In foe past few nrcmths, -Ire 
said, he and his special itepfer ■ 
sentative, Jan~ Eliasson of. 
Sweden, had worked continuous- 
ly to develop a basis for mutual ■■■ 
trust- and overcome- the major 
issues of divergency. - 


Reports abound of imminent hostage release 


BEIRUT CAP) — A weekly 
magazine said Saturday two 
American hostages would be 
freed soon. Four other publica- 
tions reported an imminent re- 
lease -of some of foe 15 Wester- 
ners held by pro-Iranian extrem- 
ists, without specifying their 
nationalities. 

The magazine Al Nahar Arab 
and International said HizfooUah 
(Party of God) has "decided to 
release two American captives as 
a goodwill gesture.” 

The group, comprising fun- 
damentalists loyal to Iran, is be- 
lieved to be an umbrella for 
underground factions that have 
claimed the abduction of most of 
the Westerners missing since 
1985. 

The magazine, based in east 
Beirut, quoted an unnamed Ffiz- 
bollah official as saying: “Ihe 
scenario is being set for the re- 
lease.” The short report gave no 
other details. 

The weekly Al Shiraa, a maga- 
zine that gained international 
feme when it broke foe story of 
the secret U.S. arms sales to Iran 
in November 1987, also reported 
this week that the case of the 
hostages “has been put' on a hot 


burner.” 

“This could result in releasing 
them... in the light of a decision 
to this effect adopted by regional 
powers interested in this case.” it 
said without elaboration. 


The independent daily Al 
N ahar and foe conservative Al 
Diyar reported Saturday that the 
release of foreign captives in 
Lebanon was part of an agree- 
ment mediated by Syria and Iran 
this week to end a bloody power 
struggle between Hizbollah and 
the Amal militia. 

“Informed sources believe that 
the baric aim of the Amal Hizbol- 
lah accord is to work on the 
release of foreign captives held in 
Lebanon,” Al Nahar' s terse re- 
port said! 


The report said the issue “will 
be foe focus of attention in the 
coming days. Recent reports ab- 
out the possible release of Irish 
hostage Brian Keenan were in- 
direct messages to foe Americans 
and foe Britons.” It did not 
elaborate. 


Al Diyar. in its equally brief 
report, qoted an unnam ed official 
as saying the Amal Hizbollah 
accord “could result in the hand- 
ing over of some foreign hostages 
to the Syrians.” 

The leftist daily Al Safir, which 
is dose to the Syrian army com- 
mand in Lebanon, said: “Di- 
plomatic information speak of foe 
possible release of some (foreign) 
hostages in foe next two weeks.” 


Nabih Bertie leader of Amal, 
said in Damascus after foe agree- 
ment with Hizbollah was signed 
Monday, “the peace pact did not 
refer directly to foe hostages, but 
I am sure that this agreement 
would help (secure) foe release of 
hostages as quickly as possible.” 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati, who negotiated 
on Iran's behalf during the 
Damascus talks , said: “Nobody 
will be satisfied with the holding 
of the hostages, so we do hope 
that all foe hostages... will be 
released!” 


captives “before too long.” .. 

“I hope that what was said 
about the hostages -by traniaa^ 
Foreign Minister Velayati and 
Amal President Bern might 
prove to inaugurate positive. de- 
velopments in regard to the hos- 
tages,” he said. 

Rumours that buzzed Beirut 
lari week said Keenan, whcTalso 
holds British citizenship, would 
be released. 


Irish Ambassador Patrick 
McCabe flew in from Baghdad 
last week to verity reports that 
Keenan, 38, would be freed. 

McCabe, who is ambassador to 
Lebanon and Iraq, said Wednes- 
day that he hoped foe statements 
by Bern and Velayati would re- 
sult in foe release of some foreign 


A native of Oonean: -:Rqadw. 
Belfast, Keenan was kidnapped- 
April 11, 1986,:a$ he walked to 
the American -University, of 
Beirut where he. held a teachings 
job. • : . : = 

No group-claimed his abduc- 
tion which came: amid & wave of 
kidnappings Wamed on pro-Ira- 
nian zealots! ” _ . 

The' 15 Western captives mis- 
sing in Lebanon -are;-in raddition 
to Keenan and foe - Americans, 
three Britons, an Italian and a 
Belgian. /" ■: 

The iongeri-held of. the hos- 
tages is Terry Anderson, 41; chief 
Middle East ronespondent for 
the Associated Press. Anderson , 
of lx>ram, Ohio, was kidnapped 
March 16, 1985. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Libya, Syria to join chemical ban 


GENEVA (AP) — Libya and Syria have asked to join negotiations 
on a chemical weapons ban, the secretary general of the Geneva 
conference on disarmament said Friday. Milan Komatina told 
reporters he does not expect objections from foe 40-nation 
conference, opening its 1988 session next Tuesday. He noted, 
however, that a similar request by another non-member, Iraq, had 
to be turned down last year because Iran blocked the required 
consensus at the conference. The United States alleges that Libya 
is readying for poison gas production at a plant south of Tripoli. 
Libya says the plant is a pharmaceutical plant. Komatina, a 
Yugoslav, spoke at the end of a two-week dosed-door session of a 
working group that is preparing foe treaty under a mandate first 
received in 1980. He said last month’s Paris conference on chemical 
arms, which called on negotiators to redouble their efforts, 
contributed to a “positive” climate for the negotiations. 


Perez de Cuellar said Greindl had conducted his U.N! duties “with 
great distinction and dedication,” said Giuliani. Greindl led the 
U.N. Peacekeeping Force In Cyprus (UNFICYP) since March 
1981, and was previously commander of the U.N., Disengagement 
Observer Force (UNDOF) on the occupied Golan Heights! 
separating Israeli and Syrian troops. The U.N. Cyprus force is 
, based in Nicosia, and consists of about 2,125 troops and 35 police, 
who monitor a 180-kUometre-long buffer zone between the Turkish 
and Greek communities. 


Kuwait plans to expand its ports 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait plans to expand its ports to cope with a 
projected increase in cargo traffic in the 1990s, an official was 
quoted Saturday as saying. Abdul Rahman Al Nibari, assistant 
general manager of foe General Ports Authority, told AJ Qabas 
newspaper he expected an increase in cargo bound tor Kuwait 
especially in containers. He said this depended on two factors — - a ! 
formal Inm-Iraq peace agreement and sufficient fun ding far -foe 
region s economies. “The signing of a peace accord between Iran 
and Iraq would give the green light to shipowners that they will not 
face any attacks and will help to decrease insurance costs,” hesaief 
No attacks have been reported on ships in foe Gulf since Iran and 
Iraq ended eight years of fighting last August with a ceasefire But 
talks on a lasting peace have made little progress. 


Thatcher, Howe to meet Arens 


LONDON (AP) — Moshe Arens, foe new Israeli foreign minister, 
will meet Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and Foreign Secretary 
Sir Geoffrey Howe during a two-day visit to Britain starting Feb. 
14, the Foreign Office announced Friday. A Foreign Office 
spokesman said the meeting would be “very important” but 
rejected talk of a British initiative on the Middle East. “There is no 
question of us bringing pressure to bear on foe Israelis,” he said. 
“We wish to engage them in a dialogue and that is what we are in 
the process of doing.” The spokesman said discussions with Howe 
would include Britisb-Israeli relations and foe Middle East, 


Kuwaitis to help to rebuild Iraqi city 


including foe Israeli-occupied territories. 

Canadian to head UNFICYP 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The Austrian commander of U.N. 
peacekeeping forces in Cyprus, Major-General Gunther Greindl, 
will return to his country's armed forces and be replaced by a 
Canadian officer, a U.N. spokesman said Friday. Maj.-Gen. Clive 
Milner will replace Greindl April 3 as part of a routine rotation of 
duties, said spokesman Francois Giuliani. Secretary General Javier 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti welfare groups launched a drive 
Saturday to raise money to reconstruct Iraq’s war-ravaged dty of 
Fao, occupied for two years by Iranian twops. “This 
help to rebuild this city which is... a symbol of ‘Arab steadiness 
against aggression,” Abdulla Al Rusheid, president 

S kZSZVZ ?-*"* 1 ■? e y ters A Ira ? .^F**ed nS*S?Sk ; 

foe border from Kuwait, last April in the first of a series^ 
offensives which pushed back Iranian troops and led to aSSefot 
m the eight-year-long war last August Officials 
Kuwait had already donated about 

Rusheid said 20,000 posters had been pot up seeking more money. 
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CHURCHES 


DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

St Joseph Church Tei. 624590. 

C berth of the Annunciation Tci. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Tcmsuti Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Amumdatkifl Tel. 
623541. 

Angfcan Church Tel. 625383. Tel. 
62S543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261 

St. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

Rainbow Congregation Tel. 822605. 
The Church at Jests Christ of Latter- 
Day Sahib Tel. 815817, 821264 


southeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 


Dr. Abdnl Majid AlSabahin (— ) 

AI Sharaa" pharmacy (985238) 


Min ./max. temp. 

Amman -2/11 

Aqaba 3/17 

Desens -5/11 

Jordan Valley 2/16 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Hkham Sharabalj ( — ) 

Khaiifeh pharmacy 985417 


Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company - — 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-52000 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEALIA 

INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT 


MARKET PRICES 


EMERGENCIES 


Yesterday's high lerape ra lures: Am- 


man 10, Aqaba 16. Humidity readings: 
Amman 19 per cent. Aqaba 25 per 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department ot 
Meteorology. 


Frost forma lion is expected in the 
night and the early hours of the morn- 
ing. During the day a gradual rise in 
tempera lure will occur. Winds wiU be 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Ramzi AJ Mizzawi 

Dr. Salah AJ faSOod 

Dr.othman Mustafa 

Dr. Zein Zagfaknd 

Fins pharmacy 

Fetdows pharmacy 

Al Asema pharmacy 

Nahoukh pharmacy 

AlSalam pharmacy 

Yacoob pharmacy 

Sbmeisani pharmacy 


..894788 
.. 649028 
..774024 
.. 638591 
.. 661912 
..778336 
.. 637055 
..623672 
..636730 
-644945 
..637660 


Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 622090/93 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 656390/91 

Public Security Department 

656000 / 685111 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints ... 897467 

Amman Municipality — • 

Complaints ....-.-.i—./i.—. 787111 
Telephone Information - 

(directory assistance) L. 12 

Overseas CaHs - J7 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdtf Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tckvisiou 773 1T1 

Radio Jordan 7»lll 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Anm . 
A kite h Maternity. J. Amn.. 
Jnbal Amman Maternity... 

M albas, J. Amman 

Palestine. Shmeisani 

Shmeisani Hospital 

University Hospital 

Al-Mussber Hospital 

The Islamic. Abdali 

Ai-Ahii. Abdali 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

Al-Bashir. J. AshraBeb 

Army. Marita .. — 

Queen Alia Hospital 

Amal Hospital - 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital 

Zaroa National Hospital .. 

IbnSraa Hospital 

ZRBOh 

Princes Basma Hospital .. 
Greek Catholic Hospital 
IboAlNaiices Hospital 


. 813813/32 
... 644281/6 
... 642441/2 

642362 

636140 

... 664171/4 

669131 

845845 

... 667227/9 
. 666127/37 
- 664164/6 
.. 777101/3 
.775111/26 
, 891611/15 
. 602240/50 
..... 674155 


109)983323 

(09)991071 

(09)986732 


(02)275555 

[02/272275 

[02)247100 


Upper/krwer price in 

App*e 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) 

Beans 

Broad beans 

Cabbage 

Carrots 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers 

Dates 

Eggplant 

Garlic 

Grapefruit 

Lemon 

Lettuce (per one) 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (snail) 

Orange (Shammouti) 

Orange (local) 

Onion (dry) 

Onion (green) 

PepperTbot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

S pinach 

Mandarin 

Tomatoes 


Ob per kg. 
..500 / 450 


... 500 / 450 
... 350 / 300 
... 300/250 
... 650/600 
... 760 / 700 
... 160/100 
... 240 / 200 
... 220/160 
... 470 / 400 
... 600 / 500 
... 200/ ISO 
... 280 / 200 
... 200/160 
... 250 / 200 
... 120/100 
.. 350/300 
... 500/450 
„ 360/300 
.. 250/200. 
... 230/180 
.. 240 / 200 
.. 600/500 
.. 450 / 400 
.. 250 / 200 
.. 200/160 
.. 340 / 280 
.. 220/160 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) inlbimatioa depart- 
meat at the Queen Alia International 
A*P°rt Tel. ( 08)53200-5 . when it 
snookl a tway? be verified. 


■ ■■ - Damascus ( 

Uj 4S .... Muscat, SharjaheDofcr.l 

ifcas 



ISMS ... — .... — Frankfurt ( 

99:35 London, Cairo ( 


DEPARTURES - 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


Cairo (RJ) 

; Abu Dhabi, Dnbsi (RJ) 

’ Doha, Bahrain f RJ) 

! Dhahran, Kuwait (RJ) 

! Larnaca (RJ) 

i Aqaba. Jeddah ( RJ) 

I La* Angrics. Chicago. Vienna 
, 1*0 

| :... London (RJ) 

! 1 CairotRn 

1 .. ... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

i Madrid, Geneva raj) 

1 .. ........ Brussels, Frankfurt m) 


l«s45 ..... 
I1-J0 ..... 
1k» ..... 
1*30 
Ws4# 

2fcl* 

20:15 ..... 
20slS 
2000 ..... 
2*45 
21sM ...... 

21=38 ..... j 
.ZfcOO _ 




Aqaba. Cairo! 

Kwialf j 

.... Laniaea i 


..... Jeddah, ‘Sandal 


******* 


Ofc20 Damascus 


Other FUgfrts (Terminal 2) 


itoe 
1L38 ....... 

!t» ... - 



•MS Cairo fl 

lfeOO - Damascus (j 

l* 3 ® - Kuwait {* 
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2*85 





“ aart liHtiSa j„ different 




^>i^j(jj5to VGPD -would be provided with 

hdp cany put res- 

venfejfojfc ittMat ^44?:p«scais r - . cue operations whenever this is 
- , JpOed-; a^l ;12$S8 others ' necessary. 

werc m|m^jb^ ^fea^^ -tgges'qf- '-The CDD now plans to open a 
r aeia|^ 7 ^? 5 J^^H'w^ax&F^iat;^^>eeia] /institute -to recruit and 
■ occurred ioVUt& TCfngdc^i in 'die train staff who will cany' out 

--■ ' ws ~ rescue, first aid and fire fighting 

’■ ; operations, and it is hoped that 
.'.such aainstjtnte will he sufficient 
for die country from now until 
.foe -year 2000, Tarawneh noted. 
_ ^ : He said that foe CDD provides 
inett^&se. nt-foe number of civil great service to travellers on foe 
defence. ceotresin marry parts of road 'through the various 
■•“ called^ emergency and rescue centres, 

' on tp~;pve assistance , yri** go t ; "especially those installed near or 
because foe m^«idtsuhdeaSedrtn' along foe main highways. 

. nt^nbejr over previous ■ years i ■ The CDD also provides a very 
' Tarawneh notedf^ia an- interview . -useful service to factories and 
^ibEs^ m Ar®i ! 7yrc^ fliuiy “businesses through the early 
-- -i &toriay : 1 r~~ -;---alann system, which enables fire-. 

He said that 'the' CDD opera- ■ fighters and rescue men from the 
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; for- ! irtimber^:^ ’"recorded mei- 
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tor mm.. 


tjop§ included Tescoe work, first 
; atid and &e^j^g^mpiig Other 
activities whica^were provided to 
foe pobUc iri the nast year. 

Apiui'ffomtlte l oss in life , foe 
incidents^- pud , accidents in foe 
cpqptry caused damages esti- 
mated in mfilfons; . of . dinars, 
Tarawneh pointed out:' .- 
' He expressed hope that , the 


CDD to. reach the scene of acci- 
dents in a relatively short time to 
deal .with emergency situations, 
Tarawneh added. 

■■’ In the 1 interview, Tarawneh 
also spoke about the CDD’s data 
bank which was lately installed 
and which, be said, provides all 
valuable information for the deal- 
ing with incidents. 
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_ KING SENDS CONDOLENCES: His Majesty King Hussein 
Saturday ^delegated .Amman Governor Mohammad Aif A1 Amin to 
convey’ condolences to Al’Hwayyan family on the death of foe 
-mother- of Major General Mohammad SaJameh AI Hwayyan. The 
Klng.&lso .detoeated foe governor of Ifbid to convey condolences to 
Al Shantawi family on foe death of late Barakat Mahmoud Al 

- Shantawi: (Petra) •• • - •••*-' ‘ ; 

ASSAD MEETS ROMANIAN ENVOY: Minister of Higher 
. Education ’Dr. Nasseteddm- Al Assad Saturday discussed with the 
Romanian charge d'affaires in Amman means to reinforce bilateral 
relations in the field of higher education, scientific research, and 
ihm&sfog the number of Jordanian students specialising in fields of 
sinty needed Jn Jordan.. (Petra) 

FORMER MfNISTER ALI KHREfS DIES: Former Social Affairs 
and Labour Minister Afi load Khreis Saturday passed away at Al 
. Hussein. Medical Centre, according to a statement issued by Prime 
Minister Zand Rifaf feturday . The late Ali Khreis held a number of 
senior ^vermrient' posts that included ambassador at the Foreign 
Ministry and, director of the Gvfl Service Commission. (Petra) 

WORLD BANK TEAM STARTS MEETINGS: A team from foe 
World Rank, has started meetings with Jord anian officials at the 
’ Mimslryof Planning to preparea plan to finance Jordan’s industry 
, and export programing and stimulate investment. The first meeting 
. with the team, y^attended by Minister of Planning Taber Kanaan. 
'(Pethfy :' ' ; = ’ 

ABU q6urA LEAVE^ FOR GENEVA: President of the Jordan 
. National- Eed Cresceni Society left for Geneva Saturday to take part 
in.thelledgifotd R^CrpssantfRed Crescent Societies. Dr. Ahmad 
. ,A% c^gV§a^l :fo 2 t the meetjng wfli discuss matters to be tackled 
* by, Jhe.fea^’i-gem^^ 

jCOREAf^ An exhibition of Korean 

jjhotos, books andhanthcrafts will open Sunday at the Royal Cultural 
Ceritre jh i^ndranv Thd exlnbiticto; whkii will be open daily until 
"Feb: 9, wflf be under, the- p a t ronage of -Minister of Culture and 
Zofonmuioii ^ Mohanunad- ^ . 

. AGRICIJLTUI^ ^IBITION: An agricultural exhibition will 
-open at foe - : pnriesricmd association complex in .Amman Sunday 

- ^ under the patronage bfTfis Royal Highness Grown Prince Hassan. 

• The three-day extobitioii, m whidi 40 local companies are taking 
- part, will di^ilay samples of Jordanian crops, agricultural equipment 

and machinery. The Mnnstryrof Agriculture and the University of 
„:Jfodan'are : a^.'ia3^g part m foe exhibition: 

POWER SUPWfeO TO 98% OF SOUTH: The Jordan Electric- 
ity. Aufoori ty . hasjiupplied 98 per cent of foe villages located in the 
southern pait^ofTfoe Kingdom, with electricity. These villages are 
ihhabitfd |yy afecHjt 33Q;QQQ people. (Petra) 

.. JEA SEMlNAR:TbeJordan Electricity Authority (JEA) will hold 
^-a seminar Tuesday on foe derign of high voltage power transmission 
Knes. The seminar, whkfr is held in cooperation with an Italian firm, 
; i Will beattendedbya number of electric institutions in Jordan* Egypt, 
’ Syra.-.aod ^Tiya; (Petra) - : . 

AMERfCiy^. ,'C!Q LLEOE TEAM: A ^oup <rf students from 
Eastern M^pnomte CoQege in the. United States Saturday called at 
. -the^mversity of Jordan and were briefed by its President Abdul 
Salam AlMajahrm the deyekmment of foe various-departments. The 
L . visitors touredfoe campus , inspected a number of activities and were 

YARMOuk.BO Yarmouk University Presi- 

- ' dent MqbanmWdHamdan Saturday opened a book exhibition winch 

- was oigaxxise^in cooperation with -the Arab Dar Publishing House. 
Tlie; werday exhibition,- at. foe Students Department, displays 
various Axamc books tadcKhg history, soda! studies., economics, law 

'^Jsd . ' a&: weit as Teferences and compendiums. 

Himidaft'-'also S^frirday received in his office British Council 
^ -Representing. David Latta who called on the occasion of foe end of 
: i" his. tour of duty in Jordan/ Hamdan and Latta' discussed cooperation 
:"in- edpeatidn. (I.T.) r / f; - ‘ 

^ ^^^^TOMEE^ The ArabMonctary FuikTs (AMF) 

: eonncfl/)f ^pyemors will hold its 13th session in Amman in late 

• *' L ^ -* - — 1 _J -- - u - — ‘ u - Arab 


rSS 




ah- 


Can 11 ' 


the-. Arab countries- The Council of Arab Economic Unity will 
jrartijapare in the sessions and be represented by its Secretary 
Generai JJasan lbrahiin. (Petra) 

-T^INIf^ ON X^OMPUTERS: A traintag course on 

; “monetary analysis t^fosmg'.thercomputef’’ Saturday began at foe 
'jOT^iastitt^tif Management The seven-day course is designed to 
fstnitvrr wi fhe -empUyyaes wirft computer -work and applications. 
‘ Employees of banks and investment companies in Jordan, North 
Yemc&i; and 1 Kuwait are .participating in .this course: (Petra) - 






WHAT’S GOING ON 

- Th^ following "fisting^ are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
: foe -dafly Arabic press. Readers -are advised to verify tbe listed 
fine qp/f place' with the concerned institutions. 
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* ^agr»cattural cdubffioadispiayiiig ag ricultur al eqmpmeiit 
- and^wodnets^t tbe Prefejsioaal Assodatioa Complex. 

^- ATdwpater eritiMfob displaying a new fine of computers with 
’ gfoiter -petfwiMDce and. new power at Marriott Hotel in 
,. ' rJoniaaaAJ ■■ \ * 
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Turkish Army Chief of Staff General Nedt Tounntay and his accompanying delegation Friday visit 
the ancient Nabatean city of Petra. 

Turkish chief of staff ends visit 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Turkish Army 
Chief of Staff General Nedt 
Tounntay wound up a visit to 
Jordan Saturday and left for 
home. He was seen off by Armed 
Forces Chief of Staff Fathi Abu 
Taleb and senior army officers. 

During the visit to Jordan foe 
Turkish guest was received by His 
Majesty King Hussein and had 


talks with Jordanian offidals. 

The Turkish general Friday vi- 
sited frontline army positions and 
was briefed by commanders on 
foe Karameh Battle in the Jordan 
Valley. 

He later visited foe Martyrs 
Monument in the Jordan Valley 
and the King Hussein Bridge. 


Also Friday, Tounntay visited 
the andent Nabatean- city of 
Petra, accompanied by the Tur- 
kish delegation and senior army 
officers. 

His tour in the south took him 
to foe port dty of Aqaba where 
be inspected the coast guard op- 
erations and be went out on a 
short cruise in foe region. 


9 Arab countries to discuss 
teaching science, technology 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — Dele- 
gates from nine Arab countries, 
affiliated to an international in- 
formation network, run by foe 
United Nations Educational. Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO), will open a meeting 
here Monday to discuss matters 
related to foe teaching of sdence 
and technology in the Arab 
World. 

At foe five-day meeting, sever- 
al working papers dealing with 
the international and the Jorda- 
nian information networks on 
teaching sdence and technology 
as well as modem trends in sden- 
ce and technology wiD be tackled 
by the delegates, according to a 
UNESCO official at the regional 
office in Amman. 

The official said that means of 
teaching sdence and technology 
at all foe school levels and experi- 
ments by each of tbe partitipating 
Arab countries will also be taken 
up ‘by foe delegates.:.. . . ■ 


The meeting, he said, is de- 
signed to help improve and up- 
date foe Arab World’s curricula 
in sdence and technology at the 
various school levels. 

Jordan has been a member of 


foe UNESCO-affiliated interna- 
tional information network since 
1984. 

Over foe years, UNESCO has 
set up various forms of inter- 
governmental cooperation. 


RCC to host Italian 
cultural programmes 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Activities and 
programmes reflecting I talian cul- 
ture will be on show at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (RCC) in Am- 
man during 1989, according to an 
announcement by the Italian 
embassy Saturday. 

The statement said that these 
activities were discussed by Ita- 
lian Ambassador Francesco de 
Courten during his visit to the 
ROC with its Acting Director 
JJani Snobar, who briefed the 
ambassador on facilities and 


arrangements for foe coming 
programmes. 

Among the activities that the 
Italian embassy will organise this 
year at foe RCC will be a lecture 
held by Prof. Nazzareno Gabriel- 
li. director of foe Laboratories of 
the Vatican Museums, about the 
restoration works of the frescoes 
of the Sistina Chapel in Rome, a 
photographic exhibition of Italian 
painters of the 16th century and 
an Italian film week. 


American film festival starts today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amer- 
ican Centre begins its week long 
film festival entitled “Indepen- 
dent Filmmakers and Small Stu- 
dios” Sunday. 

The five films: Close Encoun- 
ters of foe Third Kind, Raising 
Arizona, Fandango, Heart like a 
Wheel and tbe Big Easy will at 
8:00 p.m. at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC). 

Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind, which will be showing on 
opening night, concentrates on 
two midwestemers who find their 
fives enormously changed in tbe 
wake of a series of UFO sight- 
ings. Die woman (Ten Garr) 
undertakes a desperate search for 
her missing son, and a workman 
(Richard Dreyfuss) develops an 
inexplicable obsession with foe 
alien space ships. 

On.Monday Raising Arizona, a 
rollicking comedy starring Nicho- 
las Cage and Holly Hunter, will 
be presented. Cage is a conveni- 
ence store robber who gets 


caught and jailed often enough to 
fall in love with his booking offic- 
er, Hunter. He reforms and they 
many and set out in search of 
their own version of middle class 
success. Things turn sour when 
they find that Hunter can not 
have children, and they cannot 
adopt because of Cage's prison 
record. 

Sam Robards, Judd Nelson and 
Kevin Costner star in Fandango, 
playing Tuesday. The film begins 
in a fraternity house at foe Uni- 
versity of Texas on graduation 
night in 1971. Five friends are 
finishing school with Robards 
having cold feet about getting 
married. Nelson is more ambiva- 
lent than he appears about fulfill- 
ing his ROTC commitment, and 
Costners is planning to run away 
to Mexico rather than answer his 
draft notice. The film is a farrial 
account of how the group re- 
solves these problems in foe 
course of a last wild outing to the 
Mexican border. 


On Wednesday, Heart Like a 
Wheel will be showing. Bonnie 
Bedelia. plays the wife of a ser- 
vice station owner, who will stop 
at nothing to become the first 
woman race car driver in the U.S. 
Two veteran drivers. Bill McKin- 
ney and Beau Bridges, help her 
challenge the national hot rod 
association's ban on women 
drivers. 

Die final movie, the Big Easy, 
is a romantic comedy and a police 
thriller starring Dennis Quaid 
and Ellen Barken. Quaid plays a 
New Orleans police detective 
who blindly accepts foe petty 
corruption that he and his col- 
leagues benefit from. Barkin is an 
out-of-state assistant district 
attorney sent to New Orleans to 
investigate a series of murders. 
She initially turns to Quaid for 
help in her investigation, and the 
two foil in love. But, Quaid is 
caught taking payoffs, and Barkin 
is assigned to foe prosecution. 


Horani — the most brilliant 
performer in the past decade 




By Jean-Clande EUas 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The piano redial 
given by Lebanese artist Wahd 
Horani last Wednesday. Feb. 1, 
1989, at foe Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC) in Amman might be consi- 
dered as a milestone and prob- 
ably the most brilliant classical 
performance in Jordan, in foe 
past decade. 

Horani first smart was the 
selection of a pleasing and attrac- 
tive programme. Nineteenth cen- 
tury compositions exclusively. 
Arabesque by Schumann, 1 
Etude, 2 Polonaises and 4 Walt- 
zes by Qiopm and in the second 
part. Modest Mussorgsky’s 
famous “Pictures at an Exhib- 
tion”. 

MUSIC REVIEW 

The most difficult part in de- 
scribing or explaining Horani’ s 
performance, is trying to pinpoint 
a weakness in his exceptional 
pianistic playing. At foe risk of 
sounding exaggerated, foe only 
term which would faithfully trans- 
late tbe quality of foe perform- 
ance is “perfection”. Who says it 
does not exist? Mrs. Lily H. 
attending the event asked: 
“Could Chopin himself have 
been a better pianist?” 

Horani combines, the exact 
dose, the ingredients that every 



Wafid Horani 

performer tries to put in his play- 
ing. — power, speed, emotion, 
warmth, sensitivity, control, im- 
agination, and above all, express- 
. ion, mnsicahty and taste. 

He is as fast as Murray. Pera- 
tria yet moderate as Claudio 
Arran. Master of the keyboard 
like Glenn Gould, musical like 
Walter Gieseking. His right and 
left hand have acquired not only 
tbe independence of each other 
like any talented pianist, but have 
become literally two different in- 
struments yet controlled simul- 
taneously by foe same person. 
The left hand was a marvel of 
rhythm and melody in Chopin 
pieces. The Waltz No. 2 in C 
minor, that obviously most of tbe 


audience knew, ended in a foun- 
der of applause. 

Played on foe piano by Walid 
Horani, foe “Pictures at an Ex- 
hibition” sounded as rich as su- 
perb as on foe orchestral version 
arranged by Maurice Ravel. 
Changing from the slow and 
beautiful tempo of “Promenade” 
to the broken orie of “The 
Gnome” Horani took the viator 
from picture to picture, thus per- 
fectly conveying Mussorgsky's 
idea. 

The public would not leave 
before 3 enthusiastic encores. 

A rare sense of the keyboard 
dynamics, more particularly in 
Chopin’s Polonaises, combined 
to appropriate attacks enable 
Horani to fully use the expressive 
potential of the piano, obtain 
superb tonal balance and colours, 
and turn tbe instrument to a full 
size orchestra. 

Horani is excellent proof of 
how a performer can reach tech- 
nical perfection and still remain 
warm and emotional in his inter- 
pretation. 

WaHd Horani was bom in New 
York in 1948, has lived in Beirut 
and had Ins name link ed to 
famous musicians like Aram 
Khatchaturian and Eugene 
Qnnandy. The unique concert 
was presented by foe Young 
Women’s Christian Association 
(YWCA) of Amman, in coopera- 
tion with tbe RCC. 


Jordan and Egypt 
await final approval 
to link national grids 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — A $170 duIIhhi project to 
link the national grids of Egypt and Jordan was 
discussed by the latest joint Jordanian-Egyptian 
Higher Committee in Cairo last month, and con- 
cerned authorities in the two countries are now 
awaiting final approval for the project, according to 
an official from the Jordan Electricity Authority 
(JEA) Saturday. 


Ribhi Hamed, foe JEA chief 
engineer, said. that the linkage 
will take place through the Aqaba 
Thermal Power Station, which is 
on the Gulf of Aqaba, and the 
Sinai Desert. 

The process entails laying a 
12-kilometre, 400 kilovolt line 
from Aqaba to be linked to a 
12-kilometre long submarine 
cable to reach the Sinai coast 
where it will be linked to a 
290-kilometre, 500-kilovolt line 
into the Egyptian territory, 
Hamed noted in a statement to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

The whole project, be said, is 
expected to take four years to be 
implemented but the two author- 
ities are still to complete agree- 
ment on sources of finance. 

Tbe two sides last month 
announced completion of consul- 
tancy work in cooperation with a 


French firm, and a full report on 
the project was submitted to foe 
higher committee meeting in 
Cairo. 

According to JEA offidals, 
work on tbe project can begin this 
year, but it will not be operation- 
al before 1993. 

The linkage with Egypt, 
Hamed said, will help tbe two 
sides deal with emergency power 
shortages in their countries which 
will benefit from low-cost power 
generation. 

Under the feasibility srudy 
agreement with a French firm, 
Jordan and Egypt left an option 
clause for possible inclusion of 
Saudi Arabia should Riyadh de- 
ride to join in. 

High level contacts were earlier 
held between Riyadh, Amman 
and Cairo to explore foe prospect 
of Saudi Arabian participation in 


the network as a third partner. 

Hamed was quoted earlier as 
saying that the door was open for 
Syria and Turkey to link their 
grids with tbe projected network 
in a manner similar to a network 
linking European nations. 

On Jan. 17, Jordan and four 
Middle Eastern countries agreed 
to set up for the first time, a 
power grid interconnection in the 
region. Ministers of Energy from 
Jordan, Egypt, Syria. Iraq and 
Turkey derided to' start prelimin- 
ary studies on foe project. 

The Islamic Development 
Bank would finance the cost of 
the preliminary studies with a 
grant. 

An earlier Petra story said that 
foe five countries were' also con- 
templating the idea of linking 
their grids at a later stage with 
that of Europe through Turkey. 

The report from JEA coincided 
with the arrival here Saturday by 
a team representing the Egyptian 
Electricity Corporation on a 
several day visit to Jordan and 
talks with JEA officials. 

A JEA spokesman said that the 
two sides will discuss technical 
matters related to the project, 
and foe subject of promoting 
electricity generation in foe two 
countries. 


Ministry to reduce one third 
of annual fresh meat imports 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Supply plans to reduce by 
one third the Kingdom's annual 
imports of fresh meat and will 
make up for foe reduction by 
importing additional amounts of 
frozen meat, mostly from New 
Zealand, according to Minister of 
Supply Fayez Tarawneh. 

“The Kingdom imports some 
15,000 tonnes of fresh mutton 
and 10,000 tonnes of beef every 
year in addition to unspecified 
quantities of frozen meat and fish 
at foe overall cost of $60-70 mil- 
lion. But something should be 
done to lessen dependence on 
imported food supplies and offer 
consumers suitable alternatives to 
imported fresh meat ■ to make a 
balance and to provide suitable 
alternatives in case fresh meat 
was delayed,” the minister said in 
an interview with the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

“The government hopes to en- 
courage farmers to increase foe 
animal wealth and so it has stop- 
ped the process of exporting live 
sheep.” Instead, the government 
allowed merchants to import 
them, the minister noted. 

The Ministry of Supply does 
not want to stop fresh meat from 
coining since frozen food can by 
no means serve as a substitute for 
fresh food, foe minister added. 

Tarawneh said that frozen 
meat imported from New Zea- 
land proved to be good quality, 
and can reach Jordan by ship 
which is cheaper than bringing in 
fresh meat by air which costs the 
ministry some $600 per tonne for 


each shipment. 

“We wonder why citizens' shun 
eating frozen meat, which is used 
by first class hotels in Jordan, and 
at foe same time go on consuming 
frozen fish and poultry meat with- 
out any complaints,” tbe minister 
said. 

But, he added, foe ministry will 
not flood foe markets with frozen 
meat, neither mil it stop imports 
of fresh meat so that it can cater 
to foe tastes of all people and in a 
balanced manner. 

The Ministry of Supply, in its 
drive to ensure sufficient food 
supplies in the country, “has a 
standing policy of m aintainin g 
food commodities sufficient for. 
six months, and in a drive to 
ensure food supplies at reason- 
able prices, it will continue the 
policy of subsidising basic sup- 
plies.’' Tarawneh announced. 

He said in 1989 the govern- 
ment’s total subsidies for food 
supplies will reach JD 50 million. 

The minister said that the past 
year witnessed a sharp rise in tbe 
prices of food commodities and 
cited wheat which said rose to 
$170 from $80 per tonne. 

The prices of sugar, flour, and 
rice also rose but the government 
continues to sell consumers at 
subsidised rates, tbe minister 
pointed out. 

He said that foe Ministry of 
Supply is planning an expansion 
of its grain silos during 1989 to 
raise foe total capacity to half a 
million tonnes, up from 325,000. 

Referring to imported dried 
milk, the minister said that the 


Ministry of Supply has sufficient 
milk for three to four months and 
denied rumours that there will, 
soon be a hike in the milk prices. 

Milk is another commodity the 
price of which rose sharply by no 
less than 35 per cent on world! 
markets, and the European Com- 
munity countries which sell Jor- 
dan milk, last year stopped all 
subsidies to European fanners, 
thus further boosting the prices, 
Tarawneh noted. 

The Ministry of Supply, he 
added, sells one kilogramme of 
dried milk at 720 fils while it 
imports it at foe rate of 1,100 fils. 

Tarawneh said that the minis- 
try, through the Ovil Service 
Consumer Corporation, is pro- 
viding basic food supplies and 
other commodities to civil ser- 
vants and their families, who are 
estimated to be 900,000, while 
the Military Consumer Corpora- 
tion is taking a similar measure, 
helping the military and public 
security personnel. 

The minister said that Jorda- 
nians consume 10 per cent more 
than is produced locally, and this ■ 
calls for a reduction in general 
consumption on the part of all 
citizens and a rationalisation of 
all expenses. 

Referring to a ban imposed by 
the government on the importa- 
tion of cars and other commod- 
ities and luxury goods until the 
end of 1989, foe minister said this 
is expected to save $180 million 
which the government can put to 
a more beneficial use. 


WAJ spent JD 117,000 on Balqa 
water network projects in 1988 


SALT (Petra) — The Water Au- 
thority of Jordan (WAJ) last year 
spent JD 117,000 on water net- 
work projects within the Balqa 
Goveroorate, benefiting three 
towns and population centres 
mostly in the Jordan Valley, 
according to WAJ director in 
Salt, Ibrahim Abu Shams. 

Abu Shams said that 99 per 
cent of tbe residents’ homes in 


the goveroorate now receive wa- 
ter supply from foe networks, but 
WAJ is taking other measures to 
cover all population centres and 
villages in this service by 1990. 

Almost 70 per cent of homes in 
the govemorate are linked to foe 
sewerage network and WAJ tech- 
nical teams are now involved in 
further expansions , Abu Shams 
noted. 


He said that the WAJ depart- 
ment here has embarked on drill- 
ing more artesian wells in Baqaa 
and Ain Al Bash a. and has work- 
ed out a plan to improve water 
exploitation processes. 

The WAJ department in Ma'an 
announced that it spent JD 2.1 
million on a three- year project 
that entailed laying sewerage net- 
works in Ma’an dty. 


Jordan needs 430,000 housing units 
to meet demands until the year 2000 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Housing 
Corporation estimates that the 
Kingdom is in need of 430,000 
bousing units to meet tbe local 
demands for housing from now 
until the year 2000. 

Corporation Director Yousef 
Hiyasat said that the construction 
of units shook! be at foe rate of 
17.000 to 23,000 annually, in 
order to meet foe demand on 
housing. 

But in a statement published 
Saturday by Al Dustour Arabic 
daily. Hiyasat said that foe cor- 
poration now has a total of 514 
units which it built in Mafraq, 
Ma’an. Sahab, Ajloon, Jerash, 
Tafileh, Marka and Irbid for foe 
benefit of employees during their 
employment with foe government 
but are still vacant. 

Normally the corporation 
neither loses nor makes any pro- 
fits ont of its units, built mainly to 
benefit the hmited income fami- 
lies in Jordan, but a large housing 
estate built at Abu Nuseir, near 
Amman, cost JD 81 millio n and 
caused a JD 30 million loss for foe 
government. 


Hiyasat said that tbe govern- 
ment had exempted the benefi- 
ciaries from paying foe cost of 
central heating systems, sewerage 
networks and other civil works, 
and allowed them to pay foe cost 
of their units over a period ex- 
tending for up to 30 years, 
Hiyasat explained. 

He said that foe corporation 
collects about JD 4.5 million from 
beneficiaries to pay loans and 
interest on foe loans acquired 
from the housing banks and other 
sources. 

The corporation's present debt 
stands at JD 68 million which, he 
said, becomes mature by 1992. 
Debts are due to foe Housing 
Bank, the Central Bank of Jor- 
dan and the Social Security Cor- 
poration (SSC), but those for the 
SSC have been spread over 20 
years, Hiyasat added. 

Only part of foe land at Abu 
Nuseir had been used for building 
the units and the corporation 
plans to divide tbe rest into plots 
to be sold to foe public especially 
to those who had not benefitted 


from foe corporation’s previous 
projects, Hiyasat pointed out. 

In reply to a question about foe 
delay in installing and operating 
foe central heating systems at 
Abu Nuseir, especially as foe 
weather is very cold, Hiyasat said 
that foe contractor had difficulty 
in carrying out the project due to 
a number of reasons and because 
the centra] heating tender was 
only recently awarded — allow- 
ing no sufficient time for the 
installation of the boilers and the 
network. ‘ 

Hiyasat said that every 50 units 
are connected into one integrated 
system and linked to a single 
boiler, and each unit has to pay 
JD 12 to JD 30 a month if they 
want to benefit from this service, 
according to foe size and area of 
each unit. 

Hiyasat said that committees 
have been set up to deal with foe 
question of organising foe process 
of providing heat, conducting 
maintenance on the boilers and 
foe networks and ensuring foe 
collection of the cost of opera- 
tions. 
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Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Fanek 


Dinar comes under renewed pressure 


AFTER two months of relative stability in the exchange rate 
between the dinar and the dollar, the rate started to rise as of 
January 21 to reach 530 fils per dollar within a week, a rise of over 
5 per cent. 

Until then the rise of the dollar should not have received much 


attention, because the dollar rose internationally against all 
currencies with varied rates. It was only normal for the dollar 


The last two weeks did not witness any negative economic or 
financial development to justify die steep decline of the dinar at 5 
per cent or 15 per cent or any other percentage. Of course the 
negative factors were there, and the economic difficulties were 
still fari ng us, but they are under control, and the panic was 
behind us. 


exchange rate against the dinar to rise. 

But this trend gained momentum of its own, and exceeded the 
limits warranted by the international gains of the dollar. The dinar 
came under renewed pressure, and by February 2, the domestic 
dollar rate in the local free market passed the 600 fib psychologic- 
al barrier. 

Two explanations may be offered. One relates to the fun- 
damentals of the economy, such as the doubts about the prospects 
of future Arab aid to Jordan. The other relates to local market 
me chanism and tactics, such as the near withdrawal of a large bank 
from the market either due to lack of supply of dollars or as part 
of a power show off. It was normal for the smaller banks to re-act 
nervously, and follow the steps of the said bank, and cease to fund 
the dollar requirements of the market, which in turn sent the 
dollar up beyond expectations. 


It is agreed that the inflow of foreign currencies in the form of 
expatriates’ remittances and exports proceeds is sufficient to take 
care of all the ordinary foreign currency requirements of the 
private sector. The simple evidence is that the market was able to 
. finance smoothly the previous impoits and the letters of credits 
for future imports simultaneously, without a penny from the 
Central Bank, while the commercial banks were accumulat ing 
more dollars in reserve. Therefore, the real challenge is the 
efficient management to secure proper matching and fine-tuning 
of the country’s receipts and payments in foreign exchange, and 
avoidance of bottle necks. 


We definitely prefer to leave the whole operation in the hands 
of a large number of competing banks and financial corporations. 
It is far better to keep an active and free market in place to 
produce the needed signals for decision-makings rather than 


giving the Central Bank foil monopoly on receipts, payments end 
reserves of foreign exchange. In the latter case, distortions may 
take place, because the priorities and prices may be determined 
on political and administrative considerations, rather than on 
economic and financial basis, as they are supposed to be now. 

However, the preservation of the- present free banking system 
«w« for larger banks not to try to overplay the market,- out- 
manoenvre foe authorities, or act on personal- .whams to mampn-. . 
late exchange rates. Sudi behaviour is irresponsible and may hurt, 
not only the public interest, but also foe interests of the banks 
concerned. . .s.r. . V- 

Many analysts believe that the dinar declined modi more than 
it should, and that it shifted from the state of overvalued currency 
to foe opposite state of an undervalued currency.' Even if. we 
consider the current exchange. rate as being fair fold realistic, 
being determined freely in the market, the chancesof filture rise- 
or decline are almost equal. Therefore, speculation against foe 
dinar may give rise to profits but may cause losses! The only: . 
speculation that can guarantee benefits is' that practiced by foe big J 
banks, who control a major chuck of the market- The enlighted 
self interest of those banks should prevent them from exploiting 
their control, and playing power, games. ; 


irtarah for the intifada 1 1 The 3-bloc scenario: An Orwellian world at war in trade 


THE PALESTINIAN decision to faithfully and effectively 
boycott Israeli goods and to stop payment of taxes to the 
occupation authorities give the Palestinian uprising a new 
momentous tone and dimension. These newly adopted 
treasures in the occupied territories constitute an effective 
escalation of the Palestinian intifada and puts it in a new 
Iiigh gear that cannot be halted save by an Israeli 
tvitfadrswel and the establishment of an independent Palesti- 
nian state. For even Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
to start talking about the idea of Israeli withdrawal from 
".rfran centres in foe West Bank and Gaza Strip reflects the 
magnitude of the Palestinian revolt and the extent of its 
achievements. It is a safe bet to conclude that the Palestinian 
insurrection which already gave birth to an Israeli offer to 
withdraw from cities and towns in the occupied territories 
only fourteen months on its course can bring about a 
.^re comprehensive Israeli withdrawal from Arab territor- 
5 e the course of the next year or so. And now that the 
Pc'iestinian uprising has added new features to its struggle in 
Form of a complete boycott of Israeli goods and services 
cjmS the total disruption of tax collection, the economic and 
^Hilary cost of the Israeli occupation will become unbear- 
c'iiie indeed. These developments would provide the kind of 
environment which is conducive to a real settlement of the 
conflict. And what propelled the Palestinian 
sustained struggle against formidable odds in foe first place 
3s foe desperate feeling among the Palestinians that after 
mcqy decades of waiting now is the time to move on till the 
biusr-SK'Kt end or never. This sense of determination and 
political will has always been absent in all previous 
Palestinian efforts to assert their rights no matter how high 
is foe price that they have to incur. Indeed that is how all the 
Other liberation movements succeeded worldwide In attain- 
ing their aspirations and objectives. And while Israeli 
s-nifecriSies are pretending that they are not bending in the 
"ace of foe uprising storm, the facts indicate otherwise, 
isrc alls of ail walks of life and of all political denominations 
are now painstakingly involved in deep soul searching about 
Che next moves, and by the looks of things they could very 
well end up heeding the message of common sense and 
goodwill. This is the first hurrah for the Palestinian 
uprising. 


i 


SfMsABfl PRESS EDITORIALS 


AI Sa’i daily on Saturday said that Israel has succeeded 
temporarily in delaying the achievement of peace in the Middle 
East by continuing to refuse the idea of an international 
conference and by closing its ears to the call of the world to give 
foe Palestinians their rights in then homeland. The paper said that 
Israel has a great interest in maintaining the no-war, no-peace 
status quo in the region because this situation offers in the chance 
to pursue its Jewish settlement programmes and enables it to rally 
different groups inside Israel towards a common cause. It said 
that the uprising in the occupied Palestinian land has changed this 
strategy and threatened Israel's interests; and for this reason 
Israeli leaders nowadays have opted to new policies and a new 
propaganda war against the Arabs in general and the Palestinians 
:g particular. The paper said that the Israeli government is now 
putting it about that it is the PLO which is obstructing the path of 
peace and is backed in this endeavour by the Arab countries. It 
will not be surprising to hear Israel fabricating new falsehoods and 
maxing up new stories for the sake of aborting all efforts leading 
towards peace because its leaders are clearly oriented against 
achieving that goal, the paper said. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily discusses the question of the 
proposed educational university and asks about the wisdom of 
having a fifth university in Jordan solely for the purpose of 
training teachers. Salah Abdul Samad says that training of 
teachers could be done through the existing universities and 
through the specialised community colleges in the Kingdom. The 
existing institutions can do this job easily since they already have 
foe facilities; and entrusting them with this task can obviously 
save us lot of needless expenses, the writer notes. The writer also 
asks about the wisdom of placing the proposed university directly 
under the supervision of the Higher Council of Science and 
Technology, and says that the Ministries of Education and Higher 
Education can easily keep control over the higher institutes of 
learning in the country as they have been successfully doing that 
until now. 


A 2 Dustoor daily newspaper discussed Egypt's new policy towards 
Israel which is stalling and procrastinating its withdrawal from the 
occupied enclave of Taba. The paper paid tribute to President 
Kosni Mubarak who, it said, had expressed foe thoughts of the 
Egyptian people in condemning Israel's stubbornness and its 
delays in implementing foe resolution of an international panel of 
arbitrators which ruled that Egypt should take possession of foe 
sr.clave which belonged to it in accordance with international 
boundaries. If Israel is so stubborn about a strip of land in the 
Sinai desert, what would it do about its withdrawal from the 
occupied parts of Palestine when the time comes? asked foe 
paper. It said that Israel's stalling in this matter shows clearly that 
it wants to exercise blackmail against Egypt to adopt policies 
considered hostile to the Arab Nation. We back Mubarak’s 
efforts and take pride in Egypt’s stand in this matter, and consider 
fois policy as honourable, and in line with the Arab Nation's 
stand, foe paper said. 


Smrt A! Shaab daily discussed the question of Taba and said Israel 
was placing obstacles in the path of the return of this enclave to 
Egyptian sovereignty as it believes that by procrastinating, the 
Egyptians would be forced to give up their rights. TTie paper said 
*-:at Israel is doing now is a form of open blac kmail against 
Egypt, putting that country under pressure to force it to steer 
awzy from its present coarse of backing Arab causes. For Israel it 
said one thing is viable: To undertake any measure that would 
perpetuate its presence in the Arab land by all means and at any 


By Reginald Dale 


DAVOS, Switzerland — A 
fashionable, almost Orwellian vi- 
sion of the 1990s sees foe world 
divided into three giant, warring 
blocs: North America, Europe 
and Eastern Asia. Unlike 
Orwell's superstates, which con- 
stantly waged conventional war- 
fare. today’s emerging blocs 
would battle with trade and eco- 


Tbe North American bloc, 
according to the conventional 
wisdom, will be led by foe United 
States and include Canada and, 
possibly later, Mexico. 

Western Europe, and possibly 
later Eastern Europe, will 
coalesce around foe European 
Community’s post-1992 single 
market. And Japan will lead a 
league of fast-growing Asian eco- 
nomies. 


nonnc weapons. 

Few international economic 
gatherings nowadays are com- 
plete without warnings of the 
dangers of such a development 
And this year’s World Economic 
Forum in Davos has been no 
exception. 

’There is a very great danger in 
the emergence of three blocs, 
that world trade will be reduced 
to these three zones," Helmut 
Haussmann, the West German 
economics minister, told the 900 
delegates attending the annual 
business conference in this Swiss 
ski resort. 


“The 1990s will see freer trade 
inside the regional blocs and 
much less trade between them," 
said Lester C. Thurow of foe 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology. 

The General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, the Geneva- 
based custodian of foe multilater- 
al world trading system, “is 
dead,” Thurow provocatively 
announced. 


But many of the other partici- 
pants at this year's forum ques- 
tioned the inevitability of such a 
doom-laden scenario. 


After private discussions 
among 60 or so of the delegates, 
Raymond Bane, the former 
prime minis ter of France, said foe 
problem of blocs “appeared to be 
rather illusory." It is not in a 
country's interest to be a bloc 
member if that means losing 
essential outside markets and 
submitting to political domina- 
tion by the leading member, he 
said. 

“If we ran maintain multilater- 
al discussions, maintain the prin- 
ciple of limiting trade diversion 
by respecting international agree- 
ments, and promote trade crea- 
tion, there is no danger that we 
will have three blocs.” Barre 
added. 

Few would disagree that a suc- 
cessful conclusion of the current 
so-called Uruguay round of 
multilateral trade negotiations 
would help to reduce the danger 
that foe regional blocs will be 
hostile. 

Some economists believe that 
blocs, if they had open trading 


policies, conld even promote 
rather than obstruct world trade. 

But Bane’s other arguments 
appeared to presume that most 
governments could choose 
whether to join blocs, rather than 
find themselves forced into them, 
as some delegates predicted. 

“The pressures of world’s 
structural trade and financial im- 
balances are pushing countries 
into blocs,” said John Eatweli, 
professor of economics at Cam- 
bridge University. 

Eishiro Saito, chairman of foe 
Keidanren, the powerful 
Japanese Federation of Econo- 
mic Organisations, said the EC 
clearly was not deliberately aim- 
ing to erect barriers against foe 
outside world. 


But, he said, he could not 
ignore the concern of Japanese 
business, and warnings from in- 
side the EC, that Europe was 
nevertheless drifting toward the 
bloc approach. 

As the Davos conference again 
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‘Shamir walking tightrope’ 


By Paul Taylor 

Reuter 


TEL AVTV — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir is walk- 
ing a tightrope as he works on 
proposals for a political solution 
to a Palestinian uprising in foe 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, Israeli analysts say. 

Sh amir must remain faithf ul to 
his hardline Likud Party's de- 
mand for sovereignty over foe 
entire area of “Greater Israel” and 
to its adamant refusal to talk 
directly to foe Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation. 

At the same time, analysts say, 
be needs to show enough flexibil- 
ity to draw Palestinians and 
Arabs into peace talks, or at least 
convince the United States and 
Europe that Israel Is pursuing a 
fair solution in good faith and 
cannot be blamed for deadlock. 

“Shamir is sounding flexible to 
ease international pressure on 
Israel but he is keeping his real 
cards dose to his chest,” a foreign 
ministry official said. 

“He knows that if be comes out 
with a complete peace plan, the 
Arabs will reject it and it will be 
still-barn.” 


The 73-year-old right-wing 
leader, long wedded to a status 
quo that appeared to favour 
Israel ontil the uprising erupted 
in December 1987, announced 
shortly after forming a new 
national unify cabinet last De- 
cember that he was working on a 
peace initiative. 

Aides say be will take propos- 
als to Washington in March or 
April when he pays his first visit 
to President Bush. 

Defence Miuister Yitzhak 
Rabin, whom Shamir tends to 
trust despite his membership of 
foe rival Labour Party, is sound- 
ing out Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories on their condi- 
tions for easing the uprising. 

Despite continuing high daily 
casualties, there are signs Israel is 
easing some restrictions on 
Palestinians and seeking a dia- 
logue in anticipation of a peace 
initiative. 

Arab editors say censorship of 
the Palestinian press has eased a 
little. A ban on political activity 
in the occupied territories is being 
enforced slightly more liberally 
and Faisal Htisseini, a key politic- 
al prisoner, has been released. 

Rabin last month set out his 


own peace proposals, based on 
elections in foe occupied territor- 
ies followed by a period of auton- 
omy and an eventual confedera- 
tion between the Palestinians and 
either Jordan or Israel. 

Palestinian leaders rejected the 
plan because it failed to address 
their demands for seff-detennma- 
tion and statehood, excluded the 
PLO and sought to split Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank and Gaza 
from Palestinians abroad. 

Shamir is meanwhile stressing 
those elements in Israeli policy 
which sound most flexible and 


appealing to Western ears. 
Wednesday's statement. 


Wednesday's statement, that 
Israel would withdraw troops 
from populated areas of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip once 
Palestinian autonomy was estab- 
lished, was an example. 

The pullback to specified troop 
locations outside foe cities was 
part of the 1978 Israeli-Egyptiau 
Camp David accords, long re- 
jected by the rest of the Arab 
World. 

But the fact that Shamir chose 
to stress the point now, when 
Israeli troops are involved in dai- 
ly confrontations with Palesti- 
nians in the cities and ..refugee:. 


camps, seemed to signal his wil- 
lingness to contemplate a fun- 
damental relinquishing of control 
over foe Palestinians. 

His remarks drew angry pro- 
tests from Jewish West Bank set- 
tiers, who have sensed a possible 
betrayal ever since Shamir prefer- 
red a coalition with Labour to 
forming a narrow right-wing gov- 
ernment with hardline nationalist 
and religious factions. 

Palestinians are trying to de- 
flect the Israeli proposals, which 
fail to address their basic de- 
mands. without appearing to be 
rejeetionists. 


The nationalist daily A1 Fajr 
commented: “AH current Israeli 
plans, whether they come from 
Shamir, Rabin or any other 
minister floating trial balloons, 
will not be any more than a 
propaganda game aimed at help- 
ing Israel out of its isolation. ’ 


The left-wing AJ Shaab added: 
“The Israeli peace initiatives and 
statements, which seem to cany a 
new tone, are no more than an 
attempt to undermine foe right 
political settlement, which has 
been supported by foe interna- 




l 




confirmed, it is foe Aaan coun- 
tries that are the most worried. 
That is partly because they are so 
1 reliant on the U.S. and European 
markets, partly because there is 
as yet no. homogeneous. Asian 
bloc on the lines of foe European 
Community or the U.S. -Cana- 
dian free trade area. 

Soon! Cho, foe deputy, prime 
minister of South Korea, said his 
country. Taiwan and other newly 
industrialising Asian econ om i es 
had been developing trade with 
foe United States and Europe, 
rather than among themselves. 

Nevertheless, he forecast that 
while Asian governments were 
not yet ready, to enter- into formal 
agreements, “some kind of de. 
facto economic integration will 
develop in northeast Asia.” 

And foe shapes of foe other 
blocs are still far from settled. 
European delegates here spoke 
frequently of the need for foe EC 
to forge closer economic links not 
only with non-member countries 
in Western Europe, such as Au- 


stria, Switzerland and foe Scan- 
dinavian nations, but also with 

.Eastern Europe._ j 

Jacques' Delors, president or 
the European Gommisgoii, ' the. 
EC . executive body,, said thaf 
even if political differences re- 
mained, foe EC could some ’day’ 
extend its single mteraal marfcet 
to indude Eastern Europe. \ . 


“One of the key questions,”: 
Thurow said, “is whether .the' 
Soviet Union is in oroutofthe 
European trading blocv First, 
however, the Soviet Union has to. 
find out how to make something 
foe rest of the world wants to 
boy.” .'/•-! 


. However, he said, Wocs could 
“be a positive,, step -toward -a- 
worid economy . Maybe the world 
could grow faster.” / - 
If the world economy continues 
to grow, and the Uruguay round 
succeeds, said anofoer European., 
delegate, foe blocs might even be 
reasonably friendly — Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune. - ■« 


Sudan’s 
hopes d 


■ '• •' " . '-.h-r 






By HamM Hendawi 

Reuter 


NICOSIA — Hopes of ending 
foe civil war in the famine-rav- 
aged south of Sudan have dmu- 
nished with the rise within the 
ruling coalition of Islamic mili- 
tants advocating a military solu- 
tion to the conflict, diplomats 
said. 

Prime Minister Sadeq AI 
Mafadi Wednesday appointed his 
brother-in-law, the leader of the 
National Islamic Front (NTF) Par- 
ty Hassan AI Tourabi, as foreign 
minister. He is married to 
Mahdi’s sister. 

Tourabi has recently made 
overtures to Libya, foe only fore- 
ign country known to be militarily 
involved in the five-year war 
against southern animists and 
Christians fighting what they 
claim as dominance by foe Mus- 
lim north. 

The Libyan airforce has flown 
bombing missions against stron- 
gholds of foe Sudan Peoples Li- 
beration Army (SPLA) in the 
south for foe Khartoum govern- 
ment and foe rebels have claimed 
to have captured several Libyan 
pilots. 

Tourabi has backed Mahdfs 
Umma Party in its support for 
Sudanese- Libyan unity. 

NTF is the most vocal advocate 
of a return to strict Islamic Sharia 
law with amputation for thieves 
and execution for adulterers, 
proposals anathema to the SPLA 
which have helped swell rebel 
ranks. 

With NIF the coalition’s 
second largest party after Umma, 
Mafadi will have little room for 
manoeuvre in his cautious efforts 
to end the war, diplomats said. - 

Sudan's Western backers and 
many Arab states were uncertain 
whether Mahdi himself was sin- 
cerely working for- a peaceful 
settlement, some diplomats said. 

The consolidation of NIFs 
position in government came less 
than a week -after rebels captured 
the strategic southern town of AJ 
Nasir near the Ethiopian border. 

Mahdi and NIF rejected a 
peace pact -signed last November 
between the Democratic Unionist 
Party CD UP) and foe SPLA. 

The pad, which won wide sup- 
port at home and abroad, ca lled 
for a freeze on the introductionof 
strict Islamic sharia lawsbefore a 
national constitutional confer- 
ence was held; , 

DUF, after more than two 
years of partnership with Umma, 


:• starved to death ■ last year and " 
relief workers say more would die, - 

in 1989 udess relief supplies 
reach them. 

• Ther SPLA, with an .estimated - . 

40.000 aimed men, refuses to 
reopen peace talks until the gov- : . 
eminent approves its accord with ■ 
the DUP and has vowed to step 
up ti» fighting. 

- Foreign military experts in 
Khartoum and the' Sudanese 
military believe foe conflict can - >. -■ 
hot be settled militarily. 

But diplomats say NIF was - 
convinced that an aU-oiit offen- 
sive against the rebels would ' 
force the SPLA to enter peace. ' ~ "V 
talks unconditionally. 

With the army's estimated 

60.000 men stretched to foe limit, 
poorly-equipped and demoralised 
foDowing recent rebel successes, ’ i" 
NIF hopes Arab and Muslim / 
states will contribute massive 
military aid to repel wbat they see ’ : 
as a threat to Islam and Arabian . ' , 
in Sudan, foe diplomats said. ' • * 

NIF, whose following is mainly . * 
i n urb an centres and among stu- • : 
dents and businessmen, is suspi- * 
does of Western efforts to end «- -> 
the conflict and send relief sup- 
plies to famine victims in foe 7 
south. - - 

Allegations that many foreign - . 
aid workers are spies, that foreW ; . "^^ 
countries are meddling in Sudan's 
internal affairs and that 
dmrches were siding with -foe .7^^ 
rebels have been prominently cfc- ‘ 
played in NIF newspapers. v v 

NIFs enhanced position-: ini/ 
government has come amid sum* ' 
foatfoe United States might 
Prepared to take-an active rblem 
tfae search for a peaceful seats- V * **- ' 
meat to foe war. j 

Washington has also said it was : 


. w* muxi to starv mp 

civilians trapped in SlTA-heM ^ 
stress. - ■ ■ 


tU MU. . . .. . ^T : v 

NIF and Umma leaders are ’ >Y; 
angered when foreign count™ ° 
make contact with the SPLA; - '■ '■* 
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To foe jgcfiair • 
- Many thanks for 

artMa rv. nr «“ 


quit the government in protest at * 
the plan’s rejection and joined 


b papusnea mtbe 
Jordan T imes of Jan. - 
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me plan’s rejection arid joined 
several south Sudanese parties in 
opposition. 

The five-year civil; war has 
caused imaicnlabte suffering 
.foe six million inhabitants of foe 
'south, fordhg_at least half of 
them to flee. Tens erf thousands 
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in 1 9th century England 


on cqcdiai terms for 
nan/2yiBai&;few /rawa/w "(fi&tsians) visited England 
w/bre the ..M/^defy r . century^ . Eaify_ in the nineteenth 
XHTttWrha^Yer K &:P^ came to the court of 

Grig George df^^^id^l^^l^equentfy recorded his 

experienc es l i -' x -_■ .'. 


By M«g 






■NDON t— ’ Aitboogh as early 
the 17th ceirfuxy^ EngHshme n 
ted Persia described their 
jressiofls.&ere werevery few 
iprocal_ visits lo England by 
suns before the 20tb century. 
\a PCTsian Ambassadot. Mrrza 
4V Hassan/Khaq*. was .sent - to 
adon for eight months during 
years 1 809-l0 on a diplomatic 
»on — ^ to secure, an Ajagfo- 
■sian Treaty, — and. intbe 
cess be kqi-.a jourmain the. 
le that it would -be use^ to 
ore ambassadors. .. 
iis imellment and- observant 
ount of English society; writ- 
1 with, greatj charm and 
mour, was discovered by 
lerican writer Margaret Morra 
•ake who Jived in. Tehran from. 
ifi-72. Site translated the j'our- 
. which belonged to Abnl Has- 
i’s great -great -great grand- 
ighter and was originally cal- 
Heirat-nameh . (The Book of 
meters) info JSnglish. CJoake's 
idged version, entitled A Per- ; 
a at the Court of KingGeorge 
19-10: The Journal of Mirza 
xl Hassaij Khan, has teen 
Wished by Barrie & Jenkins 


'■ Ltd, of London.' 

- “Rarefy has any foreign visitor 
. to- England “mode such a deep 
Impression ,on' London society so 

■ ■ quickly as the Peraan Envoy, 

- Mirza Abul Hassan Sbirazi," 

writes Sir Denis Wright, who 
..was British ambassador to Iran 
-.from 1963-71,. in his introduction 
to the book. “His nam e regularly 
appeared In the soda] columns of 
:the daily _ papers. Parties were 
given in bis honour by the Prince 
and Pruteess of Wales, the Royal 
• Dukes and other leaders of Lon- 
don society.” 

Abul Hassan was a striking 
figure with a long, dark beard of 
which he was very- conscious. 
.. When asked by the Prince of 
Walts. King George's sou, if he 
-- had found -a woman in England, 

. he . replied chat although he 
wished it were otherwise, none 
desired him because of his beard! 

On arrival in . England, Abul 
Hassan and his entourage had to 
' remain an board ship to observe 
.four days .of quarantine. To his 

■ surprise, newspapers were sent 
on board. “It seems that about 
100,000 newspapers are printed 
and sold every -day in England. 
How extraordinary' that today’s 


newspapers will have no value 
tomorrow — except as toitetpap- 
er!” he exclaimed. “Every day a 
new paper is required. Through 
the newspapers, the people are 
able to learn of events soon after 
they occur.” 

.Writing verses to fit his senti- 
ments. Abul Hassan penned a 
couplet after he was kept waiting 
for his mission to be completed, 
which would allow him to return 
to Persia: 

Do oat procrastinate and so 
prolong my persecution — 
Release me from my misery 
and Gx my execution . 

and after being amused by the 
Prince of Wales; 

I’m out of control , for die 
Prince is so droll. 

Come quick , catch my bead — 
from my neck it may roll. 

and to a beautiful lady who was ill 
in bed; 

No fever thy delicate frame 
should endure 

I would sacrifice Hope, for the 
hope of thy cure . 

When asked to write truthfully 
a list of things seen in the country 
— good and bad — Abul Hassan 
remarked, “1 thought I would 
include among the wonders I 
have seen — 100-year-old men 
trying to seduce young girls and 


100-year-old ladies flirting with 
young men at parties so crowded 
that you cannot move and so hot 
that you could roast a chicken!” 
A social event which impressed 
the envoy a great deal was a 
reception at the Queen's house, 
where he reported: “Four or five 
of the Queen's ladies-in-waiting 
came in. They wore extraordin- 
ary dresses: from waist to toe 
they seemed to be standing in 
foil-blown tents (the effect was 
awe-inspiring!), while from waist 
to shoulders the dresses were 
closely fitted. I was astounded!” 


BOOK REVIEW 

When a riot took place in 
London during Abul Hassan’s 
visit he was surprised by the 
restraint shown by British jus- 
tice. “I was utterly amazed! If 
such a situation had lasted for 
several days in one of Iran's 
dries, 2000 or more people would 
have been executed by now. I was 
even more perplexed by the 
length of time the Council (gov- 
ernment) was taking to order the 
criminal’s arrest. 1 am recording 
these facts to demonstrate the 
freedom and benevolence en- 
joyed by the citizens of London. 
Because the Government is con- 
cerned that no innocent person 
should be molested, no one is 
arrested until his crime has been 
proven.” 


\ quiet revolution in China 


By John Rowley 

KING — Quietly, with hardly 
word reaching the outside 
tel. a. major change has come 
t China's famous one-child 
mlanon programme. 

>n the one hand the policy 
If has been modified to. make 
tore realistically accepts bl e ia 
countryride.Orithe other, a ' 
•r, volunteer anny has been 
Bilised by the non-government 
nily Planning Association of 
in a, which aims to represent 
al people and to- help them 
ctise family planqnjg as a 
ad health and social welfare 
lertaking as well as to help 
deve population goals. -. 
."he change on the jwtiqy front 
; spelt out w ine ui ah erdu- 
e interview. with fihe jolly 
user-dadMim&terjn t^uxgeof 
f State Family Pfenning Com- 
$sion, Mrs. Pan® Peiyun, who 
«k over the Job fcarifer l)us year 
ar reports that China Was now 
ikely to achieve -its target of 
ding its giant population to L2 
ion by the end of tbe century 
previously pla nn ed. .The .chib,, 
q of the baby boom of ,the : 
f is are now having babies of 
ir own, creating : a new birth - 
ik which is likely to persist into 
1990s. 

rbe major shift in policy, 
ording to -Mis.. Pengv.is that - 
ile she would like- each couple 


to have only one child, most 
families living in rural areas — 
where 80 per cent of the Chinese 
people live — will now be 
allowed to have a second child if 
the first one is a girl. 

“This is because if they have 
only one daughter they will have 
a tot of difficulties both in food 
production and in their daily 
lives,” Mrs. Peng explained. 

One child policy 

Of course, there hove been 
many exceptions to the one-child 
policy since it was firstenundated 
10 years' ago, and some author- 
ities have been practising the 
girl-firs t/secoodr birth rule for 
some time.. But now it is to be 
made universal except for the 
three major dries of Peking,* 
Sha p g ftai apd Tianjin and the 
two 'most populous provinces of 
Sichuan.and Jiangsu. .. .. 

- In heavily populated Skrhuan, 
Mrs. Peng said, the more flexible 
policy will be applied selectively 
in the more rural and remote 
areas, bur will not apply in and 
. around the rity of Chengdu, for 
example. Nor will it apply in 
Jiangsu, an intensely populated 
province with 70 million people. 

“Minorities will continue to be 
treated in a more relaxed way 
with local autonomous author- 
ities formulating their own reg- 
ulations based on their own speci- 


fic conditions.” 

There is concern, it seems, that 
many peasants have not been 
willing to forgo boy babies, espe- 
dally now that economic reforms 
have added to the opportunities 
to mak e money from the land. 
Hie average family size has come 
down in the rural areas to 2.6 per 
couple, compared with a national 
average in the 1970s of 5.8 — but 
this remains a for cry from the 
urban average of only 1.3 per 
couple. 

It is partly for this reason that 
the government has put its weight 
behind the work of the China 
Family Planning Assodation — a 
volantary movement set up in 
1980 with the help of the Interna- 
tional Planned Parenthood Fed- 
eration, an organisation with 
member associations in some 125 
countries. 

" In the last year the fledgling 
China FPA has seen its mem- 
bership grow from one million to 
over five million — and the target 
for 1990 is 40 million. If achieved 
this will mean that nearly one in 
six of all China's couples of repro- 
ductive age will be involved in 
this volunteer network. 

And since it is planned that 
each volunteer will work with five 
or six other families, the potential 
outreach could blanket the 
country. 

The volunteers are drawn from 
older people respected in the 


community — retired teachers, 
offidals and health workers — 
housewives whose children have 
grown up, and some younger men 
and women. They receive train- 
ing in production, contraception, 
the family planning policy, ante- 
natal and infant care. 

Volunteers 

The involvement of the FPA 
volunteers is certainly resulting in 
better coverage, both of motiva- 
tional visits and contraceptive dis- 
tribution, because they have sup- 
plemented or have taken over 
much of the work of the few 
full-time family planning workers 
and part-time paid community 
distributors. Offidals in some 
places we visited said that the 
number of abortions had fallen 
substantially as a result. 

A journey through - China, 
looking at the way local FPAs are 
being set up at provincial, coun- 
try, city, township and village 
level, provides convincing evi- 
dence that the movement is tak- 
ing off at great speed. 

There are, for example, 1,167 
associations at county level, out 
of 2,300 counties, over 12,000 
associations at township level and 
over 115,000 village FPAs, from 
among nearly one million vil- 
lages. Especially good progress 
has been made in the provinces of 


nternational celebration for Brandt’s 75th birthday 


NN CDaD) — The fist of 
sts- invited by President 
hard, von Weizsacker for the . 
ty he gave to celebrate the 
h birthday of former' Chancel- 
Willy Brandt read like pages 
sn the international “Who’s 
0 ” in politics. Teh heads of 




state, any number of ministers 
and friends from all over the 
world were present in Bonn to 
celebrate Brandt’s birthday, 
which actually occurred on 18 
December last year. 

President von Weizsacker said 
that Nobel^Prizewmner Brandt 






was “a German of historic rank. 
His firm wish for peace, devoid of 
illusions, his courage and his 
humanity have made him one of 
the leading figures in the post-war 
world.” 

Among the guests was Polish 
Prime Minister Miecyzyskaw 
Rakowski. President von Weiz- 
sacker emphasised Brandt's ser- 
vices to relaxation of tension be- 
tween East and West and for 
reconciliation with the Polish 
people. 

Rakowski said that Brandt war 


“a moral factor in politics.” He 
hoped that Brandi’s ideas for re- 
conciliation would reach “an 
optimistic high point” this year. 
Brandt was visibly moved by the 
expressions of friendship made 
during the celebration. Brandt, 
who is a very articulate speaker, 
said: “In this circle of friends I am 
refinding my journey through 
life.” He spoke to the more than 
40 people who came to congratu- 
late him on his birthday in Ger- 
man, English, French, Spanish 
and Norwegian. 


Among rbe important guests 
who attended the party were 
President Francois Mitterrand 
from France, Portugal's President 
Mario Soares, president-elect 
Carlos Andres Perez from Vene- 
zuela, the Swedish head of gov- 
ernment Ingvar Carlsson and the 
head of the Norwegian govern- 
ment Gro Harlem Brundtland, 
Austria’s Chancellor Franz V ra- 
ni tzky, the President of the Euro- 
pean Commission. Jacques Do- 
lors. 

DaD 




Reals, personal and political, from many countries came to Bonn 
► celebrate former Chancellor Wflly Brandt’s 7S tii birthday, 
hfate actaafiy took place on 18 December. Our picture shows 
tan the rigid) President Richard von Weizsacker, Wffly Brandt 
Id his wife, Brigitte, President Francois Mitterrand and Marbm- 
t von Weizsacker,; the President's wife. 

• . (Photo: DaD/Svea Simon) 







Demonstrating an elegant turn 
of phrase, Abu! Hassan describes 
how when feeling tired, ‘the 
anny of sleep made a surprise 
attack on the army of conscious- 
ness and we were forced to take 
some rest” and describing a 
friend’s deliberations: “he sank 
the bead of attention into the 
collar of reflection.” 

Although be found English 
food quite palatable on the 
whole, Abul Hassan was repelled 
by one British dish: “At dinner I 
was served with a vegetable 
which looked very much like the 
stalk of one which grows abun- 
dantly in Iran. It is plentiful in 
London as well; here it is called 
‘asparagus.' One of the English 
servants seemed surprised when I 
refused it; he said that in England 
it is a very expensive delicacy. I 
told him that , expensive or not, in 
Iran we do not eat the plants that 
grow wild in the fields for the 
animals.” 

Overall, Abul Hassan's im- 
pression of England was very 
favourable. Overwhelmed by the 
condescension of the Prince of 
Wales in addressing ordinary 
people, he was moved to reflect: 
“England is a country full of 
wonders: her government of 
ministers, generals and admirals, 
her architecture and inventions 
amaze even the wisest of men. It 
seems that God who created the 
Universe chooses special people 
on whom to shower special bles- 
sings.” — Academic File. 


Shandong, Hebei, Shanxi and in 
the northeast of the country. And 
in the southern province of 
Hunan, for example, the number 
of FPAs at county level has 
jumped from 20 to 90 in the past 
year, each of them covering a 
population of some 350,000. 

Asked why this was happening. 
Minister Peng gave two reasons. 
“The first is the support of gov- 
ernment, because the govern- 
ment wished the FPA to grow 
rapidly to complement its work. 
Second, because we do have a 
great number of volunteers who 
are enthusiastic about family 
planning work. They understand 
the needs and situation of the 
countty.” 

From first-hand observation it 
seems that the Minister is right. 
And the consequences for Chi- 
na's population achievements 
could be far reaching, both in 
promoting family planning and 
guarding against any local 
bureaucratic excesses. 

Says FPA Vice-President Zhou 
Bo ping: “we want to help the 
government to control the 
population quantity and to im- 
prove the people's quality. But 
we also want to safeguard the 
needs of the people in family 
planning and to .supervise the 
government organisations in car- 
rying out their programme”. Feo- 
ple News. 


jpa 


■ ■ ' 1 rr xJ 


Mirza Abul Hassan Khan in an illustration by Sir William Beechey from the book, A 
Persian at the Court of King George UI. 

Training war victims 
in job skills 


“I HAVE made my own artificial 
leg,” Peter Povonu said with 
pride, showing the well-made de- 
vice attached above his right knee 
which helps him to walk with only 
a slight limp. 

Peter has learned how to make 
orthopaedic and prosthetic ap- 
pliances, one of the many Nami- 
bian war victims helped by an 
ILO rehabilitation project based 
in Lusaka. Every day he adjusts 
leg braces for young polio victims 
at a children's home in Zambia. 

War-disabled Namibians living 
in refugee camps in Angola — 
many of whom were not directly 
involved in fighting — have teen 
given priority in the project. It 
began in 1982 as the firsr in a 
series of projects triggered by the 
1981 ILO resolution on apar- 
theid. There are two major aims: 
to prepare disabled Namibians in 
exile for a return to full and 
productive economic activities in 
their communities, and to build 
up a nucleus of people with skills 
needed in their country after in- 
dependence. 

The programme is mainly 
funded by the Norwegian Agency 
for Development (NORAD) with 
contributions from Sweden and 
the Netherlands. 

“Here I'm learning, here I'm 
happy,” said Emilia, who is one 
of the current trainees. In 1977, 
at the age of 15, she crossed the 
border to Angola as a refugee 
from Namibia. A year later South 
Africa launched a bomb attack on 
the Kassinga refugee camp where 
Emilia had settled and she lost 
her right arm. 

She explained that she was 
“doing nothing” until she was 
selected by the project for three 
years’ training as a postal worker 
in Zambia. Emilia left her hus- 
band and two children behind in 
Angola. 

Through the ILO project, 
more than 100 people have now 
completed training in 14 different 
courses scattered throughout 
Zambia. They range from typing 
and office management to agri- 
culture, metal work, carpentry, 
tailoring, telex, telegraph and 
postal services. 

The occupations teamed will 


be an asset once their home 
country becomes independent. 
The vast majoriry of blacks in 
Namibia's modem sector today 
work in unskilled and semi-skil- 
led jobs in mining, manufactur- 
ing, fanning or domestic service. 

“The students display enthu- 
siasm, discipline, self-concern 
and motivation, and are pleasant- 
ly free from rancour and self- 
pity," said Raymond Haynes, the 
project coordinator. 

Mr. Haynes explained that one 
of the major obstacles — for the 
individual trainees as well as the 
project — is the inferior standard 
and discriminatory characteristics 
of the Namibian educational 
system. 

Preparatory courses in 
mathematics and other basics 
have been necessary for the 
trainees to reach a level accept- 
able to rhe Zambian institutions. 
The biggest challenge has been 


the trainees* lack of proficiency in 
English, the language of instruc- 
tion in Zambia. All the partici- 
pants in the ILO project go 
through a six-month intensive 
course in English before their 
skills training. 

“I did not know any English 
before 1 came here. It has been 
difficult — and still is,” Emilia 
said. 

She has nearly finished her 
taining but as a refugee she 
knows her job prospects are 
bleak. The main concern of the 
project for the time being is ro 
provide trainees with the oppor- 
tunity to utilise their acquired 
skills through attachments ro 
firms and institutions in Zambia, 
or by setting up production units 
and co-operatives. 

“When 1 am able to return 
home, I would like to work as a 
postmaster," Emilia said. "But I 
must wait.” FLO Publication 



Emilia is training to become a postal worker 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

W Circle. Jabat Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Gris School 

Taka away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 
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' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 -Midnight / 



P CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Take-away scrvtca 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 





FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-41.30 pm 
After the Holiday km hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 
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Iran reverses stand 
on foreign borrowing 


G-7 stresses currency coordination 


•'.'"Art*" ■ - 

M$:Y 


NEW YORK (AP) — Iran has reversed its policy of 
refusing to borrow from foreign banks as another 
step toward reb uilding an economy devastated after 
eight years of war with Iraq, an official said. 


In an interview published in the 
New York Times Friday, Gho- 
lamreza Agazadeh. Iran minister 
of oil and mineral wealth, said 
Iran would borrow for revenue- 
producing projects and that such 
borrowing would not exceed $3 
billion over the next five years. 

"In my country a big debate 
has gone on,” he said. “Now we 
ha* e derided the no. 1 priority in 
this country is reconstruction of 
the economy.” 

Iran's Ayatollah Ruhoilah 
Khomeini had banned such loans 
when he took power 10 years ago 
and established an Islamic gov- 
ernment. 

Recent changes in government 
policy, including a derision to 
reopen a natural gas pipeline to 
the Soviet Union announced in 
December, reflected a derision to 
pursue a more pragmatic 
approach to solving the country's 
woes. Agazadeh said. 


Rafsanjani emphasises 
economic independence 


In Tehran, iran's parliament 
speaker Friday said his country, 
celebrating the IQth anniversary 
of the Islamic revolution, must 
seek economic independence and 
self-sufficiency in the next de- 
cade, the Islamic Republic News 
Agency URNA) reported. 

The "official agency, monitored 
in Nicosia, quoted Hashemr Raf- 
sanjani us saving in a sermon at 


the Friday prayer session at 
Tehran University that the next 
10-year period was “the decade 
of construction and economic in- 
dependence.” 

“The road to the salvation of 
the country, the fundamental 
strengthening of the revolution 
and achievement of real inde- 
pendence is to have more produc- 
tion for economic independ- 
ence,” he declared. 

“We must adopt the slogan of 
increased production and in- 
creased construction for the re- 
moval of the roots of depend- 
ence,” he noted. 

Since the Aug. 20 ceasefire in 
the eight-year-old war with Iraq, 
Iranian leaders have been focus- 
sing on the need to rebuild Iran’s 
war battered economy and de- 
velop it technologically. 

"There are still factories that 
need imported raw materials and 
machinery in order to resume 
operations, and Iran is still partly 
dependent on imports to feed the 
people.” Rafsanjani said. 

“But conditions and resources 
are sufficient to make it totally 
possible to attain economic inde- 
pendence,” he stressed. 

Many key industries such as 
oil. gas and petrochemicals, 
which were badly damaged in the 
war, have resumed partial opera- 
tions in recent months. 

But, amid falling oil revenues. 
Western economic estimates indi- 
cate thar Iranian factories are 
working at around one-third of 


capacity, unemployment is peg- 
ged at an estimated 35 per cent 
and the country has to import 
one-third of its food. 

The government has proposed 
a major five-year development 
plan. But, amid continuing shor- 
tages and power cuts. Ayatollah 
Ruhoilah Khomeini warned last 
month that Iranian face years of 
economic problems. 

Iran, bolstering relations with 
the West and Soviet bloc after a 
decade of self-imposed isolation, 
has signed numerous economic 
and technical agreements to bols- 
ter its massive post-war recon- 
struction drive. 


Rafsanjani, architect of Iran's 
new open-door foreign policy, 
favours seeking foreign aid to 
help fund the reconstruction 
programme. But he faces stiff 
opposition from radicals led by 
Prune Minister Hussein Musavi, 
who favours tightened state con- 
trol of the economy. 

That debate is still raging in 
Tehran, with no clear policy yet 
decided. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
West's -financial leaders papered 
over cracks in economic policy 
coordination during two days of 
low-key talks but Europe and 
Japan left President George Bush 
with a clear message to cut the 
U.S. budget deficit. 

The Group of Seven (G-7) 
major industrial nations, anxious 
not to stall strong world growth, 
agreed to steer a steady course 
for the dollar while working be- 
hind the scenes on new ways to 
fight the $1.3 trillion Third World 
debt crisis. 

The United States, Japan, 
West Germany, France, Britain, 
Canada and Italy ended their 
talks Friday with an upbeat 
assessment of the world economy 
and said their policies to clamp 
down on inflation were paying 
off. 

“This is not a perfect world,” 
British Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer Nigel Lawson said after ab- 
out 12 hours of talks that began 
with a working dinner Thursday 


evening. “But on the whole we 
are reasonably satisfied.” 
Finance ministers and central 
bank chiefs, invited to Washing- 


Bush administration’s 


priority. 

But both France and West Ger- 


many made it dear they const- 


ton by Treasury Secretary Nicho- dered the United States had put 


las Brady, failed to resolve all 
their underlying policy differ- 
ences but also pointedly refrained 
from airing, them in public. 

By breaking with tradition and 
not issuing a final communique, 
the G-7 also took a calculated 
gamble that their briefings to 
journalists Friday would convince 
financial markets of their com- 
mitment to keep the dollar 
steady. 

The picture that emerged 
showed the world’s seven richest 
economies dosing ranks on a 
wide range of issues although 
differences of emphasis look set 
to surface in coming months. 

Brady stressed his commitment 
to slashing the U.S. budget defidt 
to $100 billion in the next fiscal 
year from a projected $161.5 bil- 
lion this year. Europe and Japan 
came away reassured that it was 


too much emphasis on monetary 
policy in the past and that budget 
cuts would be the best way to 
allow U.S. and world interest 
rates to fall. 

Finance ministers in their brief- 
ings stressed the importance of 
continued coordination on cur- 
rencies and said their attempts to 
keep rates steady since their 
“Louvre accord” at a Paris meet- 
ing in February 1987 had been 
largely successful. 

But West Germany said that a 
dollar advance to 1.90 marks, just 
two pfennigs above Friday’s New 
York dose, would raise questions 
about the G-7 strategy of redres- 
sing global trade imbalances via 
exchange rate policies. 

Japanese offidals were more 
blunt. They said they could live 
with current rates but would not 
tolerate a higher dollar. 


A Bush administration official 
said later the United States and 
its allies would continue to inter- 
vene to stop the dollar from rising 
above target ranges agreed by the 
seven. . „ 

But it is evident that 1.88 
marks is too high for Bonn’s 
liking and 130 yen, tested in 
recent days, too high for Tokyo. 


major industrial nations. 
accept schemes. tirat_ r s anctfo^ . 
transferring risks from the 
sector to the taxpayer. • ■ 

One scheme .being floated**,- 
whereby the World Bank woo If*:.-: 
guarantee loan payments to coaS-^y . 
mercial banks; smacks of just thar - - 
and raises, serious questions ;Of 
whether the bank or the Interna- /. 


Evolvmg a new debt strategy tional ; Monetary.. Ennd 
also appears to be a hard task for : should play the lead rote m tack r 


the G-7, despite consensus that 
the current policy, pioneered in 
1985 by then treasury secretary 
James Baker, must be refined 
and expanded. 

Latin American leaders added 
their voice to the argument Fri- 
day, endorsing an accord by their 
finance minis ters to push for a 
reduction in the region’s $420 
billion debt burden. 

G-7 officials will be studying 
new options behind the scenes. 


li ng die debt crisis. • 

..The seven industrial nations 


but it remains unclear whether fied- 


next meet at the end of . . V ■' ^ 

the IMF's semi-annual meetmgTHi .X 
Washington. :r ‘‘ 

By then discussion pf -a r 
debt strategy is likely to be more* . . •r~ l 
concrete and Europe and Japan - —«* - ^ 
will be able' to judge jnsf ■ 

much success Bush has had-nego^v y [' 
dating budget cuts withX’ongreSSr 
— and whether their patience rh^- • 

Washington last week whs - 




AMMAN EXCHANGE 


Rafsanjani acknowledged that 
because of ‘The moves of our 
enemies,” Iran has fallen behind 
the rest of the world in technolo- 
gical development over the last 
decade. 

He said that "after the revolu- 
tion a serious move towards de- 
velopment began,” but noted 
that the war and “economic sanc- 
tions” imposed by foreign coun- 
tries drained Iran's economy. 

Had there been no war, he 
stressed, “obviously more steps 
would have been taken” to de- 
velop the economy, IRNA 
quoted him as saying. 


U.S. job growth raises 
chances for tighter credit 


Saturday, Feb. 4, 1989 
Central Rank official rates 


Japan records $79.5 billion 
current account surplus in ’88 


TOKYO ( AP) — Japan’s current 
account surplus shrank in 1988 
for the first time in seven years, 
falling 8.7 per cent to $79,488 
billion from $87,015 billion in 
1987, the Finance Ministry- 
announced Friday. 

In the month of December, the 
nation's current account surplus 
shrank to $9,274 billion from 
$9,435 billion a year earlier. 


The recent increases in the 
surplus had raised the prospect 
that the government's attempt to 
restore balance to its external 
accounts may have begun falter- 
ing after months of steady de- 
clines resulting in part from the 
appreciation of the Japanese yen. 

But the drop in the current 
account surplus does not neces- 


although it grew from $6,762 bil- 
lion in November 1988, the minis- 


sarily give reason for optimism, 
according to Finance Ministry 
offidals. 


while the unemployment rate for 
the 1988 calendar year also in- 
ched down from the previous 
year, the prime minister’s office 
reported Friday. 

The seasonally adjusted jobless 
rate in December, which fell to 
2.3 per cent from 2.4 per cent in 
November, hit its lowest level 
since August 1982, according to 
the statistics bureau of Prime 
Minister Noborn Takeshita’s 
office. 


fry said. 

The current account is the 
broadest measure of a nation's 
international financial flows, and 
includes trade, investment, tour- 
ism and other transactions. 

Japan's trade surplus also de- 
clined 1.7 per cent during the 
year to $94,789 billion from 
$96,386 billion the previous year. 
It was the first annual drop in the 
trade surplus in six years, minis- 
try offidals said. 

December’s trade surplus, 
however, continued a recent up- 
ward trend, rising to $10,932 bil- 
lion from $9,958 billion a year 
earlier and $7,559 billion in 
November 1988. 

The decline in the current 
account surplus was due primarily 
to the growing number of 
Japanese travelling overseas and 
increasing payments of patent 
royalties, ministry offidals said. 

A record 8.40 million Japanese 
travellers spent a record $15.76 
billion abroad in 1988, compared 
to ihe previous year’s $8.66 bil- 
lion, ministry officials said. 

The year-to-year drop in the 
current account surplus during 
December came as a relief to the 
government, which had express- 
ed concern when the gap grew for 
two months in a row in October 
and November. 


“We can’t say whether the 
downtrend is going to continue,” 
one ministry offidal said. “It de- 
pends on a lot of things, like oil 
prices." 

A rise in oil prices would in- 
crease Japan's import bills and 
result in a reduction in the cur- 
rent account surplus. 

Exports and imports last year, 
as measured when contracts were 
settled, were at record highs, with 
exports reaching $259,555 billion, 
surpassing the previous record of 
$224,605 billion in 1987. Imports 
came to $164,766 billion, far 
more than the prior record of 
$129,555 billion in 1981. 

Japan includes freight and in- 
surance costs in its import figures, 
but not in its exports. 

The 1988 statistics showed that 
vigorous domestic demand in 
Japan has pushed up imports. 
Finance Ministry officials said. 
Oil prices drifted down most of 
the year, but strong domestic 
demand for manufactured goods 
led to an increase in imports and 
helped reduce external surpluses, 
they said. 


Jobless rate Tails 


Meanwhile, Japan's monthly 
jobless rate fell in December, 


The number of seasonally-ad- 
justed actual unemployment was 
1.44 million, down 40,000 from 
November, according to a bureau 
statement. 

The figure included 390,000 
involuntarily unemployed per- 
sons and 490,000 voluntarily un- 
employed, while the involuntary 
jobless rate sharply fell by 130,000 
from the same period m 1987. 

The comparable monthly job- 
less rate was 5.3 per cent in the 
United States- 7.6 per cent in 
Canada, 7.2 per cent in Britain 
and 10.1 per cent in France. 

But Japan's jobless rate would 
be higher if calculated by U.S. or 
European methods since self-de- 
fence force personnel and people 
working more than one hour dur- 
ing the last week of the month — 
when data are tabulated — are 
counted as employed by Japan. 

In the United States, military 
personnel are not considered part 
of the labour force, and those 
working less than 15 hours a week 
are considered unemployed. 

The number of employed 
Japanese in December totalled 60 
million, increasing by one million 
from a year earlier. The number 
of employed has increased by 
more than 800,000 in the last 14 
months, since November 1987. 


WASHINGTON (R> — The 
robust U.S. economy showed no 
signs of slowing down as it chug- 
ged into 1989, with new jobs and 
factory orders up sharply, raising 
the chances that the central bank 
will tighten credit, economists 
said. 

The Labour Department Fri- 
day said American businesses 
added a surprising 408,000 non- 
farm jobs to their payrolls in 
January, up sharply from the 
221 ,000 created in December and 
last year's average of 305,000 new 
jobs per month. 

Although seasonal aberrations 
such as unusually mild weather 
inflated the January increase, 
economists said it still reflects an 
ever-tightening job market in a 
bustling economy in danger of 
triggering a pick-up in inflation. 

“The major policy implication 
is that the economy is close to full 
employment and is growing in 
excess of what economists see as 
the inflation-stable growth rate,” 
said Stephen Roach of Morgan 
Stanley Co. 

The brisk pace of job creation, 
which economists consider to be a 
predictor of future economic 
trends, shows efforts by the 
Federal Reserve Board (Fed) to 
slow economic growth by nudging 
interest rates higher were not 
strong uiough, they said. 

Another round of credit tight- 
ening by the central bank is 
almost guaranteed within the 
next few weeks, they added. 

“The economy is at the upper 
end of what the Fed can reason- 
ably tolerate and as long as the 
economy is approaching the full 
employment zone the potential 
for inflation will tilt the Fed 
toward greater restraint,” said 
Norman Robertson, chief eco- 
nomist at Mellon Bank. 

“The question is when to tight- 
en, how much and how — not 


whether,’' added economist 
Allen Sinai of the Boston Co. 

Despite the sharp rise in the 
number of jobs created, the civi- 
lian unemployment rate edged up 
to 5.4 per cent in January from 
5.3 per cent in December. 

The rise in the jobless rate, 
which is considered statistically 
insignificant, resulted from an in- 
crease in the labour force — 
those working and those looking 
for work — which was greater 
than the jump in new jobs last 
month. 

The manufacturing sector, 
which has helped sustain the 
longest-ever U.S. economic ex- 
pansion in peacetime, now in its 
seventh year, remained strong at 
year-end too. the Commerce De- 
partment said in a separate re- 
port. 

New orders received by Amer- 
ican factories, a key indicator of 
economic activity, rose a solid 4. 1 
per cent, in December after 
edging up 0.5 per cent in Novem- 
ber, the department said. 

Transportation equipment, 
such as cars, aircraft and ships, as 
well as new capital equipment for 
businesses and the military, 
accounted for much of the latest 
increase, it said. 

For all of 1988, factory orders, 
which have been buoyed by 
strong export demand and busi- 
ness investment, rose 9.7 per cent 
to $2.66 trillion, the biggest in- 
crease since 1979, it said. 

The brisk pace of job growth in 
1988, when 3.7 million jobs were 
added to payrolls, has been a 
source of concern for financial 
markets. Although rapid job 
growth reflects a strong economy, 
it also signals a tight labour mar- 
ket and often portends higher 
consumer spending, both of 
which have inflationary side 
effects, economists said. 

The total unemployment rate 


China expected to top 
list of wheat importers 


Aden to start oil production next year 


ABU DHABI (R) — South Ye- 
men, one of the Arab World’s 
poorest countries, will begin pro- 
ducing oil in 1990 and hopes to 
become an exporter the following 
year, a United Arab Emirates oil 
magazine has reported 
The country's energy minister, 
Saleh Abu Baker fbn Hussai- 
noun, was quoted as saying South 
Yemen would produce 30,000 




barrels per day (b/d) by 1990 and 
120.000 b/d by 1991. 

“We will first cover local con- 
sumption and export the rest on 
the basis of market capacity and 
the best prices,” Petroleum and 
Industry news reported him as 
saying. 

Last month, newspapers in 
South Yemen said Aden and 
North Yemen had approved the 
establishment of a joint company 
to develop a mineral-rich region 
along their common border. 

Oil was discovered in North 
Yemen's Marib region in 1984 
and in South Yemen’s Shabwa 


region across the border in 1986. 

The newspapers said the com- 
pany had received 32 bids from 
international oil and mineral 
companies for contracts to ex- 
plore a 2,200 square-kilometre 
tract in the Shabwa and Marib 
regions. 


Ibn Hussainoun told the oil 
magazine that some concessions 
had already been granted and 
others offered to unspecified 
Arab countries. 
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He gave no indication of the 
size of oil deposits already disco- 
vered but said a joint Kuwaiti 
company was among those ex- 
ploring for oil in South Yemen. 


LONDON (R) — China will sup- 
plant the Soviet Union as the 
largest importer of wheat in the 
trading year to the end of June, 
the International Wheat Council 
(IWC) said Thursday. 

A below-target harvest and ris- 
ing population had pushed up 
China’s import needs. 

The Soviet Union will, howev- 
er, remain the biggest importer of 
grain overall, the IWC, a trade 
organisation, added. 

It said that, after a poor har- 
vest, total Soviet imports of both 
wheat and coarse grains, which 
include maize (corn; and barley, 
would be up about 13 per cent at 
35 million tonnes. 

It also slightly raised its esti- 
mate of the total world grain 
crop, meaning that stocks held 
against emergencies may not be 
as tight as bad been feared after 
last year's U.S. drought and the 
lower Soviet and Chinese har- 
vests. 

The IWC said China's wheat 
imports in 1988/89 would surpass 
previous record purchases of 15.3 
million tonnes in 1987/88. (The 
Soviet Union is seen importing 14 
million tonnes of wheat). 

Chinese purchases of coarse 
grains would bring its total grain 
imports to 16.6 million tonnes 


this year. 

The IWC said China needed 
more imports after a shortfall in 
its 1988 harvest, officially esti- 
mated at only 393.8 million ton- 
nes, including rice, against a 
target of 410 million. 

China is the largest producer of 
grains, the IWC said. It is always 
the top rice producer and in most 
years the laigest wheat producer. 
By the year 2000 it wants to 
produce 500 milli on tonnes a year 
to keep up with population 
growth. 


But the IWC said the area 
sown with grain is expected to 
decline slightly as land is lost to 
industry. Yields will have to rise, 
mainly through more intensive 
fanning practices. 

“China's authorities already 
face serious problems in feeding 
the country's present population 
of 1.07 billion,” the IWC said. 

It said the Chinese were likely 
to eat more livestock products in 
future, adding to demand for 
grain, particularly to feed poul- 
try, and posing serious choices. 
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“For grains, the major decision 
could involve some relaxation of 
the relentless drive for self-suffi- 
ciency. Some government circles 
have expressed the opinion that 
large populations near coastal 
towns could continue to be served 
most efficiently and economically 
through regular imports,” it said. 

The constraint may be China’s 
ability to pay for imports. 

Meanwhile, the new IWC esti- 
mate of Soviet imports of wheat 
and coarse grains this year, at 35 
million tonnes, is up two million 
on a forecast made last December 
and is four million higher than 
actual imports in 1987/88. 

Some grain trade analysts say 
the Soviet Union could import as 
much as 40 million tonnes this 
year. 


in January, including military 
personnel, was also 5.4 per cent. 
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Weekly Amman Financial Market trading 




AMMAN (J.T.) — 77>e following table summarises trading activities at the Amman FinanciaiMarkct duringthe 
week starting Saturday, Jan. 28, '89 and ending Wednesday Feb. 1, '89. (Figures in Jordsuoan dinars ). ‘ j 




Name of company 


Number 
of shares 


Volume 
of trade 


Banking and financial in s titutions 


•v 

• — 


Industrial Development Bank 

Petra Bank 

Jordan Islamic Bank 


Jordan Gulf Bank 

Housing Bank 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

Cairo Amman Bank 

Bank of Jordan 

Arab Bank ."... 

Jordan National Bank 

Jordan Finance House for Development . 


National Financial Investments 


Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 

Jordan Securities Corporation ! ... 

Real Estate Financing Corporation 

A1 Mashrek Exchange 

Middle East Exchange ..... 


252 

420 

: 1.630 

1-780 

15500 

41198 

1550 

• - 2J30 
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. 25071 • 
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Insurance and reinsurance 


u ■ 


Jordan French Insurance — 

REFCO Life Insurance — 

Jordan Insurance 54349 

Arab Life and Accident Insurance 575 

Yarmouk Insurance and Reinsurance ' — 

Holy Land Insurance — 

Philadelphia Insurance 1000 

Arab Union International Insurance — 

Jerusalem Insurance — 

Jordan-Gulf Insurance — 

General Arabia Insurance — 

Middle East Insurance 85000 

National Ahliya Insurance 6023 

Arab Belgian Insurance and Reinsurance — 

United Insurance — 

Universal Insurance : 58550 


215759 

642 


...1.000 

— • ; -1.000 


‘ 4.040: .; 
- 1.120- ■ 


1.000 
-1-000 • 
,1.000. 
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1.000 
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liooo 
. l.OdO. 
1.000, 


Services and industries 


General Investments , 


International Contracting & Investment 

Jordanian Electric Power 

Irbid District Electricity 


Hotels and Tourism 

United Middle East and Commodore Hotels. 
Garage Owners Federation Office 


Jordan Press Foundation 1091 

Jordan Press and Publishing 150 

Dar AJ Shaab Press, Printing and Publishing 75900 

Jordan Dairy 66956 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 103253 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 951672 

Jordan Phosphate Mines 7964 

Industrial, Commercial and Agricultural fTotaj) .... 183830 

Arab Chemical Detergent Industries 2050 

Jordan Kuwait for Agricultural Products 

Jordan Sweets and Chocolate Manufacturing 

Aladdin Industries 448960 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 328553 

Jordan Worsted MUIs _ 

Jordan Ceramics 25401 

Chemical Industries 74497 

Jordan Industries and Match (JIMCO) 238040 

Dar A1 Dawa' for Development and Investment .... 65383 

National Steel Industries 49900 

Universal Chemical Industries 365408 

General Mining 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 6896 

Jordan Lime & Brick 647024 

National Industries 

Arab Paper Convening and Trading " 49995 

Arab Investment and International Trade 56221 

Jordan Wooden Industries (JWJCO) ![”.."!! 184578 

Livestock and Poultry 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 238087 

Rafia Industrial for Plastic Bags 90Q ■ 

Jordan Paper and Cardboard . jqq 

Jordan Rockwool Industries 862850 

Trans-Jordan Minerals Research 

Jordan Himeh Mineral 

Orient Dry Batteries Factory " ' . ■ 

Woolen Industries 79\Q 

Jordan Tanning ’ 

Jordan Printing and Packaging 

Jordan Tobacco and dgareOe . . __ 

Mas Industries ...! __ 

Arab Center for Pharmaceuticals & Chemicals •' 

National Cable & Wire Manufacturing 550230 

Jordan Spinning A Weaving 516660 

Jordan Sulpbo Chemicals 163744 

Jordan Cement Factories 188950 

Jordan Glass Industries ' 165100 
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0.900 

207355 

183691 
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* tough.and 
he^d yt^ec and si half-hour 
xnatiA . f Jtilwair: Saturday man- 
-age^fo^iake’' a hand-fought 2-1 
to^ow Jorfan in the men's 
tennis pretiminariesoL Davis 
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•doubles match foU 
towsg-ja fit between tire too 
teargslntbe singles foateftes Fri- 
day. JBte two-resnamixig angles 
g arn e t s, ^tnbeplayedSandayv-W^ . 
determine ■ wbicfr teamwittmeet 
Pakistan tojh&se^&rijiwd of 
Davis .Cup --GnaypVir Asia/ 
Oceanic zone inatxihes in April. 

‘While the Jordanian team got off 
to a solid start Satuxday, wintjing 
teefet set 6-Z; the Kuwaitis put 
lip' a toug& -fight’ whining three 
consecutive tie breakers 8-6, 7-5/ 
and 7-5. , ‘ " 

During the first set, the 
Knwasti ’ team; represented by 
captain Khaled Ashkenani, 23, 
and Aiman A1 Asbouk, 19, man 1 
agedtosnatch only -tbe first and' 
seventh games from the- Jorda- 
nian players, Haiti AlAli, 23, and 
Abdullah A1 Khalil. 

• Aided by a few sloppy erros by 
the. Host team, the guests pulled 
their act together right from the 
beguiling in the second set. Half 
way i through the set, Afi and 
Khalil managed* well-placed 
smashes as momentum.picked up 
during the first tie-breaker. 

Tension rose in the third set 
when, Kuwait's strong-served 
Ashkenani made a double fault. 


allowing the Jordanians to 
momentarily - catch - up in the 
game. But' with Ashouk serving 
. rtbe fast set, the Kuwaitis man- 
aged . a 7-5 tie-break winner. 

Tbe audience's enthusiasm di- 
xnaxedwith a series of beautiful- 
ly-played rallies in the fourth set 
The self-controlled A Li came into 
thelast set geared up for carefully 
calculated shots, malting up for 
what a tennis fan referred to as 
'Khalil’s “abrupt” and “hasty* 
hits. ... 

The fourth was marked by 
ueck-to-neck volleys as both sides 
complained about points being 
unfairly called to their disadvan 
rage. During-that-set, both All 
and Khalil lost their service 
games, and went into a tie -break- 
er following whole-hearted 
attempts to snatch a last-minute 
'Victory. ; 

■ At that point, however, neither 
AJi’s solid services nor Khalil’s 

■ volleys could save tbe day. With 
Ashouk excelling m high smashes 
and Ashkenani in strong and solid 
long shots,' the Kuwaitis scored 
their hard-fought victory, in pre- 
paration for Sunday’s final 
games. 

Despite the - extremely cold 
temperature in the indoor court, 
its too-smooth surface, and dis- 
tractions caused by members of 
the audience who smoked and 
moved around while play was in 
. progress, the four players gave an 
excellent performance. 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY. FEBRUARY 5. 1989 
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r R , HOROSCOPE 

— Aa Charted By The Catron R/gh ter Astrological Foundation - 


'GENERAL TENDENCIES: 

-FYseodshipa could be’ affected: if 
.negative fadings generated today 
are acted upon. Use the gift of per- 

- suasion. to convince others that ’ 
hostile acts serve nn useful purposa. 

ARffiS (Mar. Zi ta Apr. l3) EB- 
. icy a laiy day and steep in even 
efiough some of tbe days teaks .may 
howto beset aside . Get away front 
.ifcafl^idiq^ttmwimdrdaauUkn. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to M«y2QJ 
. Avoidrxa^or; cfengiBgimn that con. 
lead to nusnnderatandings. A5 of _ 
this will seem trivial tomorrow,.- so - 
keep a cod perspective today. 

GEMINT(May21 to'JtatfSUSat 
your financial house in 'Order. Co 
over books and reco r ds, pay bills' 
and get tbe mail dfreeffy to tbepoet- 
office whea y ou are late. : 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JnLZU Wben-tbaaghte tarn inward 
it is a perfect time for a mental . 
hpu sadeanfa gi EvahmteyPar cur- 
rent position. 

LEO (jnl. 22 to Aug. 23) Sadden 
mood swings .and totemiptfons ero - 
all part of this day; Someone may 
.press you for a would ' 

be. better postponed. .• 

- VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Household demands maybe mare '• 
than you haye tiroe or energy tor. 


> aca demic 

rations. 

. LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Yon 
may be spending extra cash before 
you have any. A 
with practical controls is : 


)RPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Change is inevitable, and 
unrealistic behavior serves oo^to- 
hasten and disrupt orderly change. 
Open up and dure your thoughts 
end pi*"* ' 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dee. 
21) You may want to teQ it Oka it 
is, but before you do so dean up 
your approach and oae a soft edL 
Relax- . . . 

CAPRICORN (Dee. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Get rid of those things you have no 
use for and utilize that which yoa 
vrish to keep. Have some fun with 
. your u juzMn»r' 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Fete 19) 
Delays, problems, and poor timing 
make for irritations throughout the 
day. It te best to leave important 
matters for another day. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20)11* 
part y monrfngis excellent, for get- 
ting in tooch with your psychic self. 
Romanes could ’brighten ty» later 
day--- 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



; . . ^Okay, we- agree to never use 
: _ nudear weag3ons when we fight. 
Hbw abouf conventional forces?" 





THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Dnscramfalottiesa four Jumbles, 
'oneteiBsrto oach square, to form 
7 four onSnary words. 


LOBOD 

EG 


i AXTEC 



rn 
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LJ 

LJ 

LJ 


mmsM 


teixljJ 



A BOXES' WHO FAILS 
TO CARRY OUT HIS 

E SECONDS SUGGESTIONS 
fS SOMETIMES THIS- 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Tyson reduces weight 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Mike Tyson has reduced his weight from 
113 kilogrammes to tbe neighbourhood of 99 kilogrammes. That’s 
bad news for Frank Bruno, the muscular Briton who will 
challenge Tyson for the undisputed heavyweight championship 
Feb. 25 at the Las Vegas Hilton. Of course, a flabby Tyson could 
handle the muscular but mechanical Bruno. After all, the badly 
out-of-sbape Tim Witherspoon knocked out Bruno in the 11th 
round of a World Boxing Association title defence July 19, 1986. 
Bruno, ranked no. 1 by both the WBA and World Boxing Council 
although he’s done little to earn tbe rating, hasn't fought in almost 
18 months because his connections didn’t want to risk losing a big 
payday against Tyson. A payday is all Bruno will get. Tyson, who 
wants to weight 98.8 kilogrammes for tbe fight, looked lean and 
mean although he held back much of the time during eight rounds 
of sparring before the media mob at Johnny Tocco’s ringside gym. 
There were flashes of Tyson’s quickness and hand speed and there 
was that constant sense of menace he brings to fights, which is a 
major weapon for him. A sign proclaimed. "Welcome home 
Mike,” and Tyson, his body glistening with sweat — he keeps the 
heat up when he trains — acted like a man who truly felt at home. 
The 22-year-old Tyson hasn’t fought since his 91-second bashing 
of Michael Spinks last June 27 — by for the longest layoff of his 
career. “It’s great to be champion,” he said. “It’s good to be 
called champion and be patted on the back, but I said, ‘hey, it’s 
time to get back to work'.” During the layoff, his weight was not 
the only thing that increased. So did Tyson’s understanding of 
himself. “I've learned about myself, my character,” said Tyson, 
whose highly publicised out-of-ring problems have made him a 
real-life soap opera character. “1 understand Mike Tyson now — 
my moods and my feelings.” Tyson contends he is his own man, 
although his alignment with promoter Don King makes some 
people wonder. 

Bahrain beats Syria 

MANAMA (AP) — Bahrain beat Syria 6-3, 6-0, 6-3 Saturday in 
tbe men’s doubles to take a 2-1 lead on the second day of the first 
Davis Cup tournament held in the Gulf state. Bahrain now needs 
to win one men’s singles match Sunday to meet Thailand in tbe 
second e limina tion round in April. The three countries are in tbe 
12-nation Aria-Oceanic zone group 2 play. “All we need is to win 
one match tomorrow instead of two,” said Bahrain coach Larry 
Gagnon after the match at the Isa town courts. Syria's no. 1 seed, 
Mounjed Bou Hasson Ben Saber, who had been sidelined Friday 
with a shoulder injuiy, completed the doubles match without 
difficulty. 

W. Germany goes to second round 

KARLSRUHE (R) — West Germans Boris Becker and Eric 
Jelen put tbe defending champions into the second round of the 
Davis Cup Saturday when they beat Indonesians Suharyadi and 
Wailan Walalangi 6-2, 6-4, 6-1. The doubles victory gave West 
Geimany a winning 3-0 lead in the five-match first round tie in the 
work! group. Despite the comfortable victory, which followed 
equally easy singles wins by Becker and Cari-Uwe Steeb Friday, 
Becker paid tribute to Suharyadi and Walalangi, ranked 525th 
and 947th in the world respectively. “The Indonesians showed in 
the second set that they could play some good tennis,” Becker 
said. “Walalangi's strength is that he is a good fighter.” 
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Both vulnerable. South deals. 
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Pass pass 

Opening lead: Ten of U 
Terrible things can happen on 
Friday the 13th. Thai's why you 
have to pay extra care as declarer to 
avoid catastrophe. 

South was a whisker short of a 
jump to four spades. North, with 
two prime cards and three tramps, 
had no hesitation about accepting 
his partner's invitation— remember, 
aces and kings are undervalued in 
the point count. 

East rose with the ace on part- 


ncr.'s heart lead and continued with 
the queen, raffed by declarer. Faced 
with a certain loser in each minor 
suit, declarer's problem was to 
avoid losing a second dub trick. 

Thai would be easy enough if 
clubs were to break 3-3 or trumps 
2-2. But what if chibs were 4-2 and 
tramps 3-1 ? 

If declarer does not draw trumps 
and plays three rounds of dubs, the 
defenders might be able to lead a 
fourth dub and ovemiff dummy. If 
d eclarer were 10 draw two rounds of 
trumps and then try three rounds of 
clubs, a defender might be able to 
lead another trump to eliminate 
dummy's ruffing ability. 

The secret of success is surprising- 
ly simple. Declarer should draw 
only one round of tramps and then 
duck a dub. Suppose a defender 
wins and returns a trump — as good 
a defense as any. Declarer must 
leave the last trump outstanding and 
cash the king and ace of dubs. 

If dubs are 3-3, declarer draws 
the last trump and claims his con- 
tract— the 13th chib is high. If dabs 
are 4-2, declarer must hope that the 
player with the long tramps also has 
four dubs, so that be can ruff his' 
dub loser on tbe table. 


THE Daily Crossword by Samuel K. 


ACROSS 
1 Dishevel 
5 IncSra’s father 
10 War god 

14 Maiewtent 

15 Cold 

16 Cubleto 

17 Vatootan 

18 It coin 

19. LasaL action 
20 LoOga 

22 Garden flower 

23 Macaw 

26 Repair 

27 Fate 

28 Playwright 
Harold 

30 Papal vefl 

32 Encore! 

33 Inftuenca 

34 Viper 

37 Face reality 

41 Before 

42 Arachnid 

43 OMo dty 

44 Paddock 
sound 

46 “A Tala of 
Two — " 

47 Pleasingly 
unusual 

SO Snigglei's 
catch 
52 Dutch 
commune 
63 Hungry 
54 Recently ' 

56 Auricular 

57 with a 
View" 

58 Enthusiasm 

62 Jade 

63 Frefgfit 

64 Track event 

65 Pub potables 

66 Pe n e tr ate 

67 FHner 

DOWN 

1 Had a session 

2 Grape 
S Akin 

4 Insult 

5 Sadat** 
predecessor 

8 Remove In law 
7 Watch- tiring*. 



8 Galloped 

9 Spaceship 


V 


10 Blame 

11 Sphere 

12 Dln a nwre 

13 Slumbered 

21 Fix texts 

22 Sesame 

23 OufcMy 

24 Severity 

25 "What’s 
In — r 

27 Fight result 
29 Cravat 
31 Paco 

33 Gulp 

34 Golfs Palmer 

35 Ptaead hi a 
pigpen 

38 Step 

38 Neglect 

39 Have being 

40 Of the age: 

Lot. 

44 Matins 
46 Remnant 
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46 Uproar 

47 united 

• aHobnent 

48 Up to the time 
when 

48 Burning 
61 Fimeral 
oration 


64 Algerian port 

65 Browning 1 * 
“Rabbi 
Ben — " 

67 Expert 

58 — de Cologne 

80 Mere* 

61 ZotSac sign 


Forest maintains challenge 


LONDON (R) — Nigel Clough seized the chance 
to impress England soccer manager Bobby Rob- 
son with a goal in each half as Nottingham Forest 
won 3-2 aw ay to Luton Saturday and maintained 
their First Division title hopes. 

Robson was on hand to watch the four Forest members of his 
England squad, Stuart Pearce, Steve Hodge, Neil Webb and Des 
Walker, but it was Gough who caught the eye. 

A first half penalty and then a superbly executed free kick from 
25 metres out 16 minutes from tbe end added to Gary Parker's 
opening goal and gave Forest full points. 

But the victory look them no closer to leaders Arsenal and 
second-placed Norwich, who both won 2-1, Arsenal at home to 
lowly London neighbours West Ham and Norwich away to 
struggling Charlton. 

Arsenal bead the First Division by three points with 47 points 
from 22 games, one less than the challenging Coventry 

maintained third place on goal difference despite managing only a 
1-1 draw away to Middlesborough but were joined on 37 points by 
Forest, who moved up one place into fourth. 

The threatened challenge by champions Liverpool -failed to 
materialise as they were held to a 2-2 draw by last-placed E 
Newcastle. 

Newcastle, who pulled off a shock 2-1 win at Anfield in 
October, threatened a repeat performance on their own territory 
as they twice took tbe lead through their foreign imports 
Miranmnha and Frank Pingel. 

Once again, however, it was the double act of Ian Rush and 
John Aldridge who spared Liverpool's blushes. 


It took ’tbe Brazilian only three minutes to open tbe scoring 
when goalkeeper Bruce Grobbelaar and Steve Nichol both 
hesitated as he nipped in to score from the tightest of angles. 

Rush banged home tbe equaliser from close range after 15 
minutes but Newcastle, playing far better than their position in 
the table indicated, were unlucky not to have led at the break 
when a superb 35-metre drive from Mirandinha hit the post. 

The second half was only four minutes old when Danish striker 
Pingel Rose above the Liverpool defence to head home bis first 
goal for Newcastle and put them back in the lead. 

But their joy was short-lived and within 60 seconds Aldridge 
beaded Liverpool back onto level terms. 

The draw left Liverpool 11 points adrift of Arsenal and plenty 
of work to do if they are not to surrender their championship 
crown. 

Newcastle manager Jim Smith drew comfort from the result. 

“We turned in a very encouraging performance, but a couple of 
silly little mistakes cost us victory. If we can learn from today and 
go on from there then we have a great chance of avoiding 
relegation,” he said. 

The point lifted them one place off tbe bottom, ahead of West 
Ham. 

Alan Smith, included in England's squad for their friendly 
match against Greece next week, boosted his chances of making 
the team by grabbing Arsenal’s second goal in their win over West 
Ham. 

His 17th of the season in the 61st minute followed the opening 
goal by Perry Groves four minutes earlier and ensured maximum 
points for Arsenal, although J ulian Dicks hit a consolation effort 
for West Ham six minutes from tbe end. 

Norwich, surprise league leaders for much of the earlier pan of 
tite season, still refuse to give up the chase. 


Inequities remain in S. African 
sports despite racial reform 


By David Crary 

The Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG — For- 
mal racial barriers have been 
removed from the top level of 
most South African sports, but 
deep-rooted inequities persist 
that undercut white officials’ 
pleas to rejoin the internation- 
al sports community. 

Virtually every nationwide 
sports organisation espouses 
integration, in principle. 

In practice, racial divisions 
are widespread, and black 
athletes remain handicapped 
by inadequate facilities in their 
segregated townships, weak 
sports programmes at their 
segregated schools, and a 
scarcity of good coaching. 

Black professional golfers, 
for example, are welcomed at 
whites-only country dubs for 
tournaments but often are bar- 
red from these courses if they 
' want to practice bn tjhejr own. 

Major frack-ahd-ffetd meets 
are multiracial. Bui because 
only white high schools have 
comprehensive programmes in 
this sport, there are virtually 
no blacks in the field events 
and virtually no black women 
at all. 

The status of sports integra- 
tion is a crucial one m the 
ongoing debate over South 
Africa’s international sporting 
ties. 

South Africa’s top cricket 
offidals, visiting London last 
week in a vain attempt to halt 
further isolation, publicised 
their ongoing programme to 
teach black youngsters the 
game. Rugby offidals, similar- 


ly eager to rejoin international 
competition, have vowed to 
intensify their pursuit of mul- 
ti rad al domestic leagues. 

In many ways, the interna- 
tional sports boycott has been 
more successful than economic 
sanctions, causing deep dis- 
tress among sports-obsessed 
whites. Supporters of the 
boycott acknowledge the 
moves away from segregated 
competition, but most activists 
feel it should continue until the 
entire apartheid system is dis- 
mantled. 

Said Frank van Der Horst, 
President of Anti-Apartheid 
South African Council on 
Sport: “the practice of multira- 
cial sport must not deceive 
people and make them think 
that any signifient advances 
have been made towards mak- 
ing sports facilities available to 
all on an equal basis.”' 

A review shows that integra- 
tion, has been achieved more 
easily-., in . some sports., .than 
others, and that segregation at 
school-age level remains 
pervasi ve. 

— SOCCER: The most popu- 
lar sport among the black 
majority, soccer is genuinely 
multiradal at the professional 
level. Tbe national soccer 
league has a few predominant- 
ly white teams with some black 
players, a few all-black teams 
and many predominantly black 
teams with a few white play- 
ers. But more than 95 per cent 
of the fans are black. Soccer 
also is increasingly integrated 
at lower levels — black and 
white boys who go to segre- 
gated schools play alongside 
one another after classes on 


many club teams. 

— BOXING: Along with soc- 
cer, professional boxing is 
probably the most thoroughly 
integrated sport. The national 
champions in the various 
weight classes include an. 
almost even number of blacks 
and whites, and tbe ranks of 
trainers and referees also are 
integrated. Brian Mitchell, a 
white junior lightweight who is 
the country’s only world cham- 
pion. has a loyal following 
among blacks, while the top 
black boxers enjoy broad sup- 
port from whites. In amateur 
boxing, complaints of discri- 
mination persist. 

— CRICKET: The six provin- 
cial teams in the country’s top 
league indude several blades 
from the West Indies, but no 
South African blacks. The 
South African cricket union 
says it is teaching the game to 
thousands of youngsters in 
black townships and predicts 
black players mil break into 
big-time cricket within a few 
years. But the largest-selling 
black newspaper. City Press, 
accused the cricket union of 
insincerity and said its political 
awakening had come “decades 
too late.” 

— RUGBY: The South Afri- 
can rugby board espouses non- 
racial policies and has assem- 
bled integrated teams when 
the rare chance arises to play 
overseas competition. The 
board’s president, Danie Cra- 
van, incurred the wrath of tire 
government by discussing 
sports issues with an official of 
the African National Congress 
guerrilla movement. But there 
are no blacks playing regularly 


in the top provinciai rugby 
league, and virtually no black 
fans at its games. Most black 
and mixed-race players are 
affiliated with a separate gov- 
erning body. 

— TRACK-AND-FIELD: 
Major meets are integrated, 
but blacks are far outnum- 
bered by whites and compete 
in only a limited range of 
events. There are virtually no 
black men in the field events 
or hurdles, and virtually no 
black women competitors of 
any type, a reflection on the 
scarcity of coaching in black 
high schools. In road racing, 
however, blacks now sweep 
the top places in most major 
events between 5,000 metres 
and tbe marathon. 

— - GOLF: A few black profes- 
sionals compete with scores of 
whites on the annual sunshine 
circuit, but they rarely are 
among the leaders and com- 
plain bitterly about discrimina- 
tion. The few golf courses in 
black townships are in poor 
condition, and the black pros 
complain that they are barred 
from practicing at or joining 
white clubs, even those which 
allow them to play during 
tournaments. 

— OTHER SPORTS: Many 
sports, ranging from swimming 
to tennis to lawn bowling, re- 
main virtually all-white, either 
because blacks lack interest or 
proper facilities. Basketball, 
the most popular sport for 
American blacks, is rarely 
played in South Africa. There 
are baseball and softball 
leagues, officially multiracial 
but in practice divided along 
racial lines. 
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Date set for Sino-Soviet summit 


PEKING (AP) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev will 
travel to China in mid-May for a 
meeting with China's Deng 
Xiaoping that will formally bring 
to a close three decades of enmi- 
ty between the two co mmunis t 
nations, officials announced 
Saturday. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze also said at 
a news conference Saturday that 
the two sides have agreed to work 
toward reducing their offensive 
forces and easing military ten- 
sions along their 8,000-kilometre 
border. 

He said his three days of talks 
in Peking including a Saturday 
morning meeting with Deng, had 
produced broad agreements on 
the need for Sino-Soviet efforts to 
end the 10-year war in Kam- 
puchea. 

Shevardnadze left after the 


DanQuayle 

Quayle 
hails human 
rights in 
El Salvador 

SAN SALVADOR (R) — U.S. 
Vice-President Dan Quayle, on a 
visit to war-torn El Salvador, said 
Friday the country had made 
“remarkable progress” in re- 
specting human rights but that 
further improvements were 
needed. 

Quayle ran into a storm of 
criticism from the political left 
and right, with the left calling his 
visit imperialistic and the right 
suspicious that he might support a 
peace plan put forward by the 
left-wing rebels. 

‘This is not the same El Salva- 
dor that President Bush visited 
five years ago,” Quayle said at a 
luncheon hosted by President 
Jose Napoleon Duarte. 

He said El Salvador was far 
closer to the “triumph of the rule 
of law and respect for individual 
civil liberties” than it was when 
Bush came here to lecture Sal- 
vadorean leaders on the need to 
achieve social justice and protect 
human rights. 

“The anti-democratic forces of 
the extreme left and the extreme 
right are ideologically exhausted 
and weakened by the remarkable 
progress you bave made, but 
they're still out there and they 
have in the past thrived op viola- 
tions of human rights,” Quayle 
said. 

The vice-president, whose visit 
came as El Salvador prepares for 
a March 19 presidential election, 
said democracy, economic 
growth and human rights went 
band in hand. 

Before leaving EJ Salvador, 
Quayle was scheduled to meet 
the country’s military high com- 
mand. 

“I will convey a very strong 
emphatic message that we con- 
demn violence on the left and on 
the right. We expect them (the 
military) to work towards elimi- 
nating human rights abuses. I’m 
not just here to use platitudes,” 
Quayle said. 

A U.S. official told reporters 
travelling with Quayle that the 
vice-president would discuss spe- 
cific cases of human rights abuses 
in his meeting with military offi- 
cials. 


news conference for a flight to 
Islamabad, Pakistan, where be is 
to confer with Pakistani leaders 
about the Soviet troop withdraw- 
al from Afghanistan and die pros- 
pects for peace in that war-torn 
nation. 

“It is our common task now to 
make sure to contribute to ending 
the bloodshed, to contribute to 
ending the hostilities and to con- 
tribute to the development of 
dialogue between the Afghans,” 
be said. 

Shevardnadze said he and 
Deng had agreed that the first 
summit since Nikita Khrushchev 
met Mao Tse-Tung in Peking in 
1959 will take place in mid-May. 
Soviet sources said the tentative 
date was May 15. 

China and the Soviet Union 
split in 1960 as a result of bitter 
feuds over the leadership of the 
communist world and strategy 


toward relations with Western 
nations. 

They fought a brief border war 
in 1969 and in recent years have 
been divided over the wars in 
Kampuchea and Afghanistan, 
and the troop face-off along their 
border. 

China last year agreed to begin 
talking about a Soviet-proposed 
summit after Gorbachev 
announced plans to withdraw 
Soviet troops from Afghanistan 
and reduce Soviet troop strength 
in Asia. There also was progress 
toward solving their dispute over 
the Kampuchean war. 

On Friday, China formally in- 
vited GoTbachev to visit, and 
Shevardnadze accepted on the 
Soviet leader's behalf. 

The Soviet Union, a financial 
backer of Vietnam, now agrees 
with China, supporter of the anti- 
Vietnamese rebels In Kam- 


puchea, on the need for Vietnam 
to end its military occupation of 
that southeast Asian country. 

Shevardnadze said C hina and 
the Soviet Union agree on most 
of the international issues in- 
volved in bringing peace to Kam- 
puchea, such as ending all ship- 
ments of arms to the warring 
rebel factions after a political 
settlement is reached. 

He said the internal problems 
of national reconciliation are now 
the most important in Kam- 
puchea. 

“The Soviet side and the 
Chinese side are ready to contri- 
bute to the development of that 
process,” Shevardnadze said. 

Shevardnadze said he had 
proposed that Soviet and Chinese 
diplomatic and military experts 
begin drafting an agreement on 
reducing military forces along 
their common border. 



Pollution experts set to 
battle Antarctic oil spill 


SANTIAGO fR) — Oil seeping 
from an Argentine ship s unk off 
the Antarctic is spreading over 
several miles, experts said Friday, 
but they disagreed whether 
sludge was washing ashore near 
the nesting places of thousands of 
rare sea birds. 

Internationa] pollution fighters 
from Argentina, Chile and the 
United States were headed to the 
area hoping to prevent an en- 
vironmental disaster. 

Fears of a disaster in the un- 
spoilt frozen continent were 
raised after the B ahia Paraiso, a 
supply and tourist boat, capsized 
Tuesday in the Bismark Straits on 
the northern tip of the Antarctic. 
It was carrying 250,000 gallons of 
diesel oil in barrels. 

Pedro Romero, director of the. 
Chilean- Antarctic Institute, told 
Reuters Friday that an institute 
plane flying over the wreck had 
calculated the slick measured 
some 5 kilometres long by 10 


kilometres wide. 

Romero said that for the mo- 
ment the slick extended back 
from the stricken boat. He said 
the slick was away from the shore 
where thousands of nesting pen- 
guins and other birds would be at 
risk from oil. 

But researchers for the U.S. 
National Science Foundation 
working at the Antarctic base 
Palmer Station, three kilometres 
from the wreck site, say oil from 
the ship has already washed 
ashore near sea bird rookeries. 

“There are thousands of pen- 
guin chicks about to take to the 
water for the first time and it 
could be their last,” Anton Inder- 
bitzen, director of the National 
Science Foundation's Polar Prog- 
rammes, told journalists here 
Thursday. 

“The Antarctic environment is 
very fragile. We are extremely 
concerned (that is why) we have 
sent down our best equipment 


and personnel,” Inderbitzen 
added. 

The U.S. group has sent 52 
tonnes of special ml spill contain- 
ment equipment. 

Fourteen Chilean pollution 
fighters were due to set off Friday 
from the southern Chilean port of 
Punta Arenas for the four-day 
journey by sea to the wreck site. 

The Chilean navy was also 
sending a boat to the area, while 
a Chilean Antarctic institute ves- 
sel was expected in the area. 

The Chilean navy has dismis- 
sed fears that the boat has already , 
begun to leak large quantities of 
oil, saying the seepage so for has 
come from waste met in the ship's 
engines, not its cargo of diesel oil. 

Local newspapers Friday 
quoted the captain of a Spanish 
ocean research boat. Las Palmas, 
which had been in the area until 
early Thursday, as saying there 
was no sign of oil escaping from 
the sunken ship’s tanks. 


U.S.-Japan talks positive, 
but Jet dispute simmers 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Japanese Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita has left Washington 
after talks that stressed warm 
bilateral feelings but failed to 
quash a grouting controversy over 
a proposed sale of U.S. jet fighter 
technology to Tokyo. 

“I have increased confidence 
that the meeting with President 
Bosh has established the firm 
base for further friendship,” 
Takeshita told reporters Friday 
after talks on trade and other 
issues with Bush and Secretary of 
State James Baker. 

Bush, speaking to business ex- 
ecutives at a White House lun- 
cheon, said his meeting Thursday 
with Takeshita “went well” and 
the prime minister desired a 
cooperative relationship. 


But he said there would be 
differences over trade policy in 
the years ahead. The huge trade 
imb alanc e favouring Japan now 
stands at $54 billion, according to 
U.S. figures. 

“Both of us are realistic men, 
the Japanese prime minister and 
me, and we realise we are going 
to have some confrontation at 
times, or certainly some differ- 
ences of opinion,” be said. 

One growing controversy is 
over the proposed sale to Japan 
of F-16 warplane technology for 
the new FSX jet fighter, a deal 
valued at SS.2 billion. 

Twelve U.S. senators urged 
Bush in a letter released Friday to 
reconsider the sale, arguing it 
would undermine U.S. competi- 


tiveness in the aerospace industry 
by giving the Japanese access to 
trade secrets. 

Aerospace was “the only high 
technology area in which the Un- 
ited States remains the undis- 
puted wcndd leader,” the letter 
said. 

Washington and Tokyo ex- 
changed diplomatic notes last 
November to set the deal in 
motion, but the new Bush team 
was reviewing the matter to de- 
termine’ how we are going to 
proceed on it,” a senior U.S. 
diplomat told reporters. 

In meetings Friday on Capitol 
Hill, Senators asked Takeshita 
what he planned to do about the 
trade imbalance, Japanese offi- 
cials told reporters. 


Archbishop slams world’s biggest 
Catholic country for erotic carnival 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Bra- 
zil, the world’s biggest Roman 
Catholic country, is ready to let 
loose for the most sensuous and 
glamorous show on Earth — car- 
nival — but Rio’s arcb bishop had 
baxsh words for revellers Friday. 

Rio's carnival begins Saturday 
when the mayor hands over the 
city keys to Rei Momo, the clown 
king who presides over the festi- 
vities. 

But in a radio broadcast 
Archbishop Eugenio de Araujo 
Sales condemned the excesses and 
“illegitimate festivities” of car- 
nival. 

“It seems like the national code 
of ethics is crumbling dangerously 
... the evil is profound and devas- 
tating for it persists — albeit in a 


smaller scale — through the next 
few months,” Sales said. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Brazilians will jump and gyrate to 
the beat of samba music non-stop 
for the next five days. 

At Rio's famous carnival balls 
scantily-dad women wiggle their 
hips to the hungry eyes of tipsy 
men whose fingers are sometimes 
tempted to walk on their sun- 
tanned rears. 

It is a scene to appal puritans 
and feminists alike. 

“It’s really anguishing to see 
those women stooping down to 
such a low level. Those men pant 
at them like dogs,” said Maria 
Caixeta, a teacher. 

Evolving from the 1930s when 
Brazil’s Ugh society drove in 


open cars through the city centre 
in the build-up to shrove Tues- 
day, the country’s carnival pro- 
cessions have become more and 
more erotic. 

“Carnival has lost its original 
idea. It ought to be called cami- 
vorous-val. There’s no spiritual- 
ity. It’s all sex and flesh,” said 
Celia Leal, sales manager for a 
foreign company. 

About 90 per cent of Brazil’s 
140 million inhabitants are Ro- 
man Catholics. 

Often the songs of Rio's samba 
schools pay homage to saints in an 
exotic mix of Roman Catholic 
and Afro-BrazQian motifs which 
Brazilians boast cannot be com- 
pared to any other cultural man- 
ifestation worldwide. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bomb scare forces plane to land 

LONDON (R) — A British Airways jumbo jet flying from 
London to Toronto made an unscheduled landing in Glasgow, 
Scotland Friday after a bomb scare over the Atlantic, an airline 
spokesman said. “A Canadian passenger suddenly stood up and 
told a member of the crew that ber baggage had been interfered 
with,” he said. “It is a mystery why she waited until the plane was 
out over the Atlantic before saying anything.” The spokesman 
said the Boeing 74Ts pilot decided to turn back and land in 
Glasgow to enable police to examine the luggage, which was in 
the cargo bold. Passengers and crew disembarked and the plane 
was taken to an isolated area of the airport. A police spokesman 
said: “Nothing sinister has been found after a two-hour search of 
the aircraft.” 

La Reunion declared disaster area 

SAINT-DENIS, La Reunion (R) — The Indian ocean island of 
La Reunion was declared a disaster area Friday as officials put 
cyclone damage last weekend at one million francs ($156 million). 
French Overseas Territories Minister Louis le Pensec told a news 
conference on the French territory that the island would get 
immediate emergency aid. He said a prehmmaiy credit of six 
million francs had already been set aside to rebuild houses 
knocked down by high winds when cyclone Firinga swept over the 
island. It left 6,000 people homeless. 

Disappearances doubled to 400 

GENEVA (AP) — Nearly 400 people were reported missing last 
year in new cases of enforced or involuntary disappearances, 
mostly in Latin America, a U.N. -mandate report said Friday. The 
report said the number of cases reported for 1988 nearly doubled 


compared to the level for 1987 and that the number of countries 
where disappearances were reported also rose. The alleged 
disappearances, reported by human rights groups, were usually 
linked to a country’s authorities. The report, compiled by a 
five-member working group for the current annual session of the 
U.N. Human Rights Commission, cited evidence of disappear- 
ances in 15 of the 44 countries examined. The working group 
asked the governments concerned for comment on the latest 
cases, but most of them remain unresolved, the report said. 
Peru’s 170 cases topped die list of alleged disappearances 
reported last year. Also figuring prominently were Colombia with 
70 incidents, Guatemala, 53, El Salvador, 40, an£ the Philippines, 
39. Argentina was listed with the biggest number of outstanding 
cases, 3,387, although the report noted no disappearances have 
been reported there since 1983. 

Lego wants to make learning fun 

BILLUND, Denmark (R) — Lego, the Danish-based producer of 
plastic buildmg bricks and toys, is sponsoring a special chair at an 
American university so a professor can help it develop new ways 
to make learning fen. Dr. Seymour Pap crt, a professor at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), has been named 
“Lego professor of learning research.” Lego is spending 14 
million crowns ($2 million) for a chair at MIT for Papert, who will 
advise the company about combining play with education, said 
Information Director Peter Ambeck-Madsen. “Dr. Papert has a 
lot of knowledge about what happens in children’s brains when 
they learn by playing. He hope he’ll give us new information, lots 
of ideas,” said Ambedc-Madsen. The professor has already 
worked closely with the family-owned firm over the past five 
years, adapting his computer logo-language for use with Lego 
toys, be added. 


ASUNCION (R) — Ousted President Alfredo 
Stroessner, Latin America’s longest-ruling dictator, 
faced exile Saturday as Paraguayans tried to work 
out the death toll in a bloody militar y coup that 
ended his 34-year rule. 

Police and military had no offi- respect for human rights to the 
dal figures bat local radio sta- impoverished, landlocked South 
tions said between 100 and 250 American nation, 
people, many of them civilians. He had not previously shown 
were killed in street battles be- public dissent, 
tween Stroessner loyalists and Thousands of jubilant dvflians 
army rebels Thursday night and took to the streets Friday to cheer 
early Friday. Rodriguez and welcome the 

Radio reports in Buenos Aires coup, which some called “the 
said up to 300 had died. revolution for democracy.” 

The whereabouts of Stroess- Radio announcers who for over 
ner, overthrown by his former three decades had spoken re- 
number two in the army com- spectfelly of Stroessner referred 
maud, General Andres Rodri- to him as “the dictator.” 
guez, were unclear but state radio But popular euphoria faded 
in Asuncion said Friday night that Saturday to uncertainty about the 
be would leave for exUe in Chile number of dead and the fate of 
“in the next several hours.” high officials of Stroesmer’s gov- 
Chflean Defence Minister Pat- eminent, which had been widely 
rido Carvajal said earlier he be- accused of human rights abuses 
lieved Chile would grant Stroess- and corruption, 
ner political asylum if he wanted In Santiago, the head of Chile’s 
it. militarised police force said 

Other reports speculated that Stroessner himself would likely 
Stroessner might take up resi- 
dence in Brazil or South Africa. 

Army officials said earlier that 
Stroessner, 76, widely accused of 
human rights violations and har- 
bouring Nazi war criminals dur- 
ing his rule, had been detained in 
a barracks. 

Rodriguez, whose daughter 
Marta is married to StroessnerV 
youngest son Alfredo, took office 
as provisional president and 
vowed to bring democracy and 


leave Paraguay Saturday morning 
but did not say if he was bound 
for Chile.” It is very likely they 
wifi take him out of the country 
tomorrow (Saturday) morning, 
but we don't know where to” 
General Mario Mardones, head 
of the Carabineros, told reporters 
Friday. 

Paraguay and Chile are the two 
last strongholds of military rule in 
a continent that has moved to 
democracy in the past decade. As 


president, Stroessner bad cordial 
ties with Angusto Pinochet’s gov- . 
eminent in Chile. 

The fete of other members of 
the Stroessner administration re-; 
teamed undear. 

Some members of Rodriguez’s 
civilian cabinet sworn in Friday 
held high posts under Stroessner. 
New F inan ce Minister Enzo De- 
bemardi headed the state elec-: 
tricity company. 

But Radio Caritas, broadcast- 
ing in the capital said: 

- “We lack information on the 
whereabouts of authorities of the 
Stroessner regime. We do not 
know whether .they axe under 
arrest or not.” 

Rodriguez, who Friday gave- a 
speech promising to bring demor 
cracy to Paraguay, has not yet set 
a timetable for elections:. 

An almost complete lack of 
official in formation on the num- 
ber of people who died in die. 
coup meanwhile resulted in wide- 
ly varying estimates of the death 
toll in local news media. 

Radio Caritas reported 
rumours that about 200 people 
had died but a local newspaper. 
Ultima Horn, said the death toil 
was aroundTOO. In Buenos Aires, 
radio repeats from Asundon said 
the death toll was as high as 300. 

Ultima Hora reported that 
several civilians had been wound- 
ed after taxis and buses fled 
Asundon city centre stranding 
civilians on the main battleg- 
round after' fighting broke out 
Thursday night: 



Toxic talks go to waste 


LUXEMBOURG (AP) — Offi- 
cials from 50 nations failed Friday 
in a final round of talks to settle 
disputes blocking agreement on 
the world’s first treaty regulating 
the transport and disposal of toxic 
wastes. 

But Mostafe K. Tolba, the 
executive director' of the United 
Nations Environment Program- 
me, which convened the meeting, 
remained hopeful the treaty 
could be agned in Basel, Switzer- 
land, March 22. 

“There wflj be a treaty signing 
conference in Basel,” be told 
reporters after the weekiong 
meeting. 

“In spite of several serious 
unresolved problems, we have 
made sufficient progress here this 
week for me to be confident that 
we will go to Basel.” 

He said two more meetings 
would be held in Basel prior to 


the signing of the treaty in a bid 
to end the disagreements. 

He said these disagreements 
pitted die developed against de- 
veloping nations, but there were 
also differences within each of 
these groups of nations. 

Tolba sard disagreements in the 
field of toxic waste shipments 
dealt, among others, wife “the 
rights of transit countries, parti- 
cularly if these conflict with the 
international principle of ‘inno- 
cent passage' of ships.’ v 

That principle lets ships cross 
die .territorial waters of another 
state without being checked, even 
if they cany dangerous cargoes, 
as long as they remain in transit. 

Parallel to this point is the 
contentions issue of the extent of 
territorial waters. 

Also left unsettled were the 
problems of the responsibility of 
a state from which wastes are 


exported illegally and its duty to 
reimport these wastes if it's found 
that they were exported illegally 

The meeting also left unsettled 
the definition of what constitutes 
illegal traffic.. 

Alain Qerc, a Swiss environ- 
ment official and the meeting's 
chairman i said: •: 

“The essential points of the 
draft treaty have been adopted, 
above all the possibility for a 
country to ban imports of toxic 
wastes and the obligation for the 
exporter to respect its decision.” 

But Greenpeace, the interna- 
tional environmental organisa- 
tion that attended the meeting, 
said tiie draft contained loopholes 
allowing countries the possibility 
of signing bilateral accords on the 
shipment and disposal of wastes. 
These accords could be with 
other treaty nations or nations 
that are not signatories — 


JAmay wheel* deal 
in Moscow 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Soviet 
leader Mikhail' Gorbachev meets 
the ultimate capitalist, J.R: 7 Ew- 
ing? if Larry Hagman has. his, 
way, the meeting wll become a 
reality in March when ^DaBasVis 
tentatively scheduled - to ..go tm 
, location. in the- Soviet Union. ami 
Europe. Hagman, well as regu- 
lars Patrick Daffy; Cathy 
Podewefl, Sheree L W0son_ and, 
George Kennedy, are awaiting £ 
final decision on the 'trip. .a. 
approved, they -will fifen scenes 
for “Dallas” in the Soviet Uinon,; 
Austria and West Germany . yi 
- have -no idcawhat- tbe-story vtifl 
be,” said Hagman, who the sea- 
son became co-executive produc- 
er of the series with. . Le on ard . 
Kitzman: “I don't think we.TL 
know . until ..'Leonard finishes 
scouting the locations. 

Russia exports more. oil than any- 
other country, including- Saudi: 
Arabia and Iran: It’s their only 
source of hard dollars. So r think 
J.R. may do a little dealing:’-. 
Anri might J.R. seek an audieqqe 
with. Gorbachev? ^Don’f thmfc 
we aren’t tiyihg. If. we could just- 
touch flesh just once. I'm all for,, 
it.” “It’ll be fun J ” said Hagmaru 
“It’ll generate some interest. . 
Ha gm an became oO-executiye 
producer in September, 
offered by Lonrmrr Tdevraon, 
but he acknowledges it’s mainly 
an excuse.. “They had to -find 
some way to pay " me ^more; 
money,” he said, “ft was a means: 
of paying me the 'executive pro- 
ducer’s ■ salary, if you- waist ->to- 
know the truth-” - : -.>• 

Businessman sells 
cans of carnival air - 

RIO DE. JANEIRO : (R) —.A 
Br azili an businessman has caught 
a whiff . of the profits m tire air of 
carnival . Inaldo' Medeiros js-cari- 
ning air" from the. busiest cros- 
sroad at Olinda festivities in 
northeast Brazil and selling it.for 
a dollar a tin, O Globo newspap- 
er said Friday., ‘Ta ^, country 
where we sell everything' why not 
the air ofrcamiyal?** Medeiros 
told the newspaper. Some 20,000 
cans of the air, whkh ife packers 
say revives cannvaf . memories, 
have been madei BHt all cany n 
health ^ wanting: “This should not 
be nsed dnring carnival in; Olinda 
when tiie; patients are. already 
under the. influence of the same 
w T ’V>fedeiros said. . 


THE Sunday Crossword 


Edited by Herb EHcnsoo 


REMEMBER WHEN? 
By Hank Harrington 


7 Tax. cHjr 
12 Ding companion 
16 Manama 
19 ■'The Mousa 
Thai— " 

211 Burning 

21 Toledo's taka 

22 Sp. «wm 

23 Poring material 
at yon 

25 Nsrigalara' aWs 

27 Taka U on 
Ihe - 

28 Fran ana and 
to another 

29 UiUiiee - 
31 Sharpshooter 

Oakley ol yon 

33 NASA racket 

34 Erokos nondar 

36 No longer 
working: abbr. 

39 Timed 

37 Mencan 


DOWN 

> Electric spark 

2 Dow talk 

3 San Francisco 
transportation 

4 Refined 

5 Noted Ala. dty 

6 Noth, town 

7 Lone 

8 Ahead ol, ol 
pm 

B Lea 

10 Before: prat 

11 Teutonic gads 

12 So. explorer 

13 C*y on We Oka 

14 UsaBow 
16 Pul acro ss 

16 Entertal nm enl 
canton of yore 

17 Loosened 


38 Genetic letters 

39 Hope or Barker 

41 Pop 

42 Farrow 

43 Deceitfully 
affable 

44 UgM color 

47 Wash basin ol 
yora 

SO Unusual 
62 Parade hem 

53 Dined 

54 Hah 

57 FatoraWa 
BB Monthly outlay 
96 Throb 
BO A Gardner 
61 Ne'er-do-well 
64 Alan Ladd role 
68 Bout outcomes 

67 Noise 

68 WWB ooalltlon 

69 DDE’s domain 

70 Cool ad amber 
72 Cun# type 


II Stationed 
24 Aula ol yora 
26 Battery port 
30 First ettampr 

32 Charily 

33 Wofelng manner 
38 Excavates 

40 Garage of yora? 
<3 — about 

44 Ha Venfago 

45 Wagon ol yora 
48 Sipiester 

48 Aranda' 
aWekfek 

49 NocHne shapes 

51 War god 

52 Monastety man 
55 SheepUra 

59 Poet AHghferi 
58 Salt to — 


73 Totaled 
7« TV dinar owner 

75 Bullorine 

76 Clan symbol 

78 Metcbstfck of 
yora 

79 Voice sole 

60 Strike 

61 BuR Sp. 

62 Brain canal 

84 Capital HI 11 
panore otabr. 

85 Spade 

68 In hoc — 
rineea" 

87 Pesoege 
91 Taunt 

93 Green parrots 

94 Close 

95 Color or angle 
leader 

B6 Network letters 
97 Fr. king 
99 Halt a fly 
100 Smfie 


61 Tibetan 
monks 

62 Daisy type 

63 Ash receptacle 
of yora 

68 Gennent ol yore 
(wtth 680) 

69 Fitzgerald end 
login 

71 DOemma ham 

73 Char 

75 Mountain In 


ACROSS 
1 Sp inn ing toy 
4 Riga at 
G Paths 

11 Memorandum 

12 Ploy s e ctions 

16 Tropical fruit 

17 Persona non - 

19 Trnttay 

20 Glossy finish 

21 Cooking word 

22 —ongo tt an 
24 Steak order 


DOWN 

1 Zesty toots 

2 Frag ra n ces 

3 Mashed nr 


7 To ptaeae 
B AppaBatkm 
9 P eeper 
10 Actor Mtaeo 


IP a I*. By Frances Bern 

25 Apparently 

28 Hunger strike 

29 Jackson or 
Smith 

30 Supern a t ural 
33 Chops 

— 38 Cech B. De — 

37 Aver 

38 Wmkfino words 

I - 40 US aoftfien 

41 On tenterhooks 
44 Farm bulkflnga 


12 Affirm to bo 
true 

13 Kno w -boa 

14 B ye bye 
1G Loud khra 
10 Weal 

16 Crazy Hks • fox 
23 Pm* 

28 Fa ae a fiddle 

27 Sterner Redding 
M PoBto mention 
31 Apple drink 


77 Also 

78 Great deed 
61 Creeal 

83 Quiz an s w er 
66 See 65D 
88 Veuderifle prep 
ol yora 


46 Pick up an 
option 

48 FoB to carry oat 
a premiss 

49 Mter to the 


51 Ad olesce nt 
ending 

52 Enbonaasawnl 

57 Ocean hazard 

58 “'Lora* — ■* 

59 Pm-Eastar time 


32 Exact rapBca 
84 Tidal bora 
35 Smart 
38 Abstract befog 

42 Cuddle 

43 Architect 
Saarinen 

44 Meet 

45 n e cordi 

<7 Magic (tick 
48 AiMihW 
50 Unfastened 


101 -March King" of 

103 systems: 

abbr. 

105 Oriental nurse 
107 Dinner lain 

106 Soviet 
cooperative ' 

109 l of or maU on 

110 KM of dancer 

111 T-X sputter 

112 Pocket piece of 
yore 

114 Formal wear of 
yora 

119 Single 

120 Shake — ! 

(bury) 

121 Mora tender 

122 Sp. blanket 

123 Patriotic gp. 

T24 Appellation 
135 Long 

time 

126 Teacher 


69 Rainbow 
90 Color 

02 Chariot of yora 
94 Actors at yore 
96 Luminous chela 
98 Mandarin 

100 Rule 

101 Potm starches 

102 Northern 
highway 

104 insolent 

105 Phobia starter 

106 Van 

107 Imflan money 
109 Per — 

113 Paha leaf: var. 

115 Digit 

116 Dogma 

117 MCaddress 

118 Land: abbr. 


61 Not concerned 
about right and 
wrong . 

63 Let It aland 

64 PoMc. bones 
86 Antiseptic 

67 Consumes 

68 Fty high 

69 Rough sotting 
7D Ashtabula ’■ 

w a terfron t 
71 Gr. tatter 


51 Doct rin e 

52 Spooky 

53 Canyon or 
piano 

54 — bans 

55 Halt 

56 Again! 

57 Portend 

60 Characteristic 
81 M8 


aaaaaa aa a aa aaaa - ana 

aaaaaa 
aaaaaaaaaaaa aanaaaa 

■ aaa aaaa aaan aaaaa 
■aaaa aaaa aaa aaaaa 
paaa aaa aaa aaa 
aaa aaaa aaaa aaaaa 
laaaBBB aaaaa aaa aaa 
E aaaa aaaa aaaa aaal 
■aaaa aaaaa aaaa aaa 
aaaa aaa aaa aaa asaai 
aaa aaaa aaaaa aaiaa 
aaa aaaa aaaa aaaa 
■aa aaa aaaaa aaaaaaa 

■ aaaaa aaaa aaaa aaa 
■aaa aaa- aaa aaaa 
■bbbh wwm Sanaa hbbbb 

HBBBB UBBM SiBBa HBB 
■BBBBHBB SattHBMBUMBBUU 
HBB HBBB 1BBBI IIIBII 

HBB &iBBB HBBMM 555555 
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Last Week's Cryptograms _ ' . _ ! 

*' lirs? 25^. isdo,,, discto “ ■ <teer * e at ®*eo«™ toay htMWT 
* 1 splB ™ Bd “ d 

J ' Ws1bS, erd depeWlS ^ ** 1° gamer, control and protect 
4. Cruet kangaroo court makes fools out of tinning new brwbrakeri 

CRYPTOGRAMS / - 1 %' 

1. NERD U C ZRECYD W l E H L P U-B Z*ks4 
NMARND YLEY IY FEZ II B C* ED* W 

2. D RO H Y IB O L » P H V S I S C- fHCSJ. O'ijET 

R5GSL, XHUP HI/C BARD LA Y, PS DT A*V YE 
UPS XJL-RI. . 

— ByEdStiddlmeo 

3. BXCM AXC TCTTO 8 C F W E V R Z . T F ft B jL^ 
ECRWLCZ BJJ A W W A VFVR 
HBARXVMK ZWLCAXVMX CJZCT 

4. i F F H B H B Y A L C E V Oi.V B W - V ■■ Aj Vo cV 
YLCEABTK OCEF EABOT W«C* ^ 

tm JStflHOus off'. ~ ■ 
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